
FALL OF THE NORTHERN KINGDOM 

Monday, January 16 

Reading: 2 Kings 17 
 

2 Kings 17:7  All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the LORD their God, who had brought them up  

out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshiped other gods 8  and followed the practices of  

the nations the LORD had driven out before them, as well as the practices that the kings of Israel had introduced. 
 

Unlike the southern kingdom of Judah, the kingdom of Israel had no godly kings. Despite all the warnings from 

God, they continued in their downward spiral of disobedience and sin. Their ultimate destruction is recorded in 

2 Kings 17. What can we learn from their bad example? 

 

First, they “secretly did things against the Lord their God” (17:9). They thought no one could see their evil 

practices. But we cannot hide our sin from God. He sees all and knows all. We may be fooling others (or even 

ourselves) but we are not fooling God. 

 

Second, they “would not listen” to God’s warnings (17:13-14). These warnings stretched all the way back to the 

Exodus generation, but they ignored, rejected, and forsook all that God had told them. We are in great danger 

when we ignore the warnings of God. 

 

Third, they “imitated the nations around them” (17:15).  When we pay more attention to the values and 

activities of the world then we do to the holiness and will of God we end up looking like the world. The 

Israelites ended up practicing all the abominable practices of the heathen cults (17:16-17). We too can end up 

living for worldly pleasures and desires instead of the kingdom of God. 

 

One last phrase should be a dire warning to us today. Scripture says that Israel “followed worthless idols and 

themselves became worthless” (17:15). When we live and look like the world we become useless for the cause 

of Christ. No true Christian can live for the Lord AND live like the world. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. For 200 years God had tolerated the wickedness of the northern kingdom. He had sent prophets like Elijah 

to warn them to return to the Lord. This history proves the statement of God’s character repeated throughout 

the Old Testament: “The Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 

faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6; Numbers 14:18; Nehemiah 9:17; Psalms 86:15; 103:8; 145:8; Joel 2:13; Jonah 

4:2; Nahum 1:3). This flies in the face of the world’s view of an angry God waiting to zap us when we sin. 

God is patient and calls people to repentance. His love provided the way of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

But continual rejection will bring judgment. How could you be exhausting the patience of God? What steps 

might you need to take to correct this? 

 

2. The foreigners the Assyrians settled in the land did not know the ways of God (17:24-40). And they would 

get no help from the priests the Assyrian king sent because he would have been one of the false priests of 

the golden calf cult. They continued to try to ‘blend’ their old ways with that of Israel’s God. This is a 

warning to be sure your beliefs and leaders are true to God’s Word and are not placing worldly principles 

over God’s standards. 

 

 
READING THE STORY: 2 Kings 17-19 


