
HOSEA: PROPHET OF A BROKEN HEART 

Saturday, January 14 

Reading: Hosea 1-3 
 

Hosea 3:1  The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. 

Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes." 2  So I bought her 

for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. 3  Then I told her, "You are to live with me many days; 

you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will live with you." 
 

“Spiritual adultery” was a big problem in Hosea’s day. And it is in our day as well. God used Hosea as an object 

lesson to show how merciful He had been to His wayward people. God commanded Hosea to marry a prostitute. 

His marriage would be a living picture of God’s relationship with His people. Gomer’s unfaithfulness to her 

husband both before and after their marriage would picture Israel’s unfaithfulness to God throughout their 

history. Even the children born to Gomer would be named to show God’s impending judgment.  
 

Sometime after the marriage, Gomer returned to her life of promiscuity and apparently had children with other 

lovers (2:4-5). In chapter 3, God commands Hosea to take her back as his wife and “love her as the Lord loves 

the Israelites.” To accomplish this, Hosea had to actually buy his wife out of slavery into which she had fallen! 

This was a vivid picture for those to whom Hosea was preaching. Just as Hosea’s heart was breaking over the 

betrayal and adultery of his wife, so God’s heart was breaking over the betrayal and spiritual adultery of Israel. 

But just as the prophet bought his wife back and restored her to her position, so God promised that one day “the 

Israelites will be like the sand on the seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the place where it was 

said to them, 'You are not My people,' they will be called 'sons of the living God.” (1:10). 
 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Is God’s heart breaking over the way you live your life? We claim to believe in the holiness of God, but do 

our lives show this belief? Christ has bought us with His blood. May we be people who please God’s heart 

and share His message with those who are breaking it! 

 

2. Hosea gives a vivid picture of the discipline of the Lord. Like Gomer, Israel had disgraced their “husband” – 

the Lord. They had claimed that other gods had given them the blessings that God had really given them 

(2:2-8). But after a period of God’s discipline they would return to the Lord and He would betroth them 

forever “in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion” (2:9-20). The phrase “in that day” was used 

by the prophets to refer to the future Day of the Lord. Israel’s repentance would be a long time coming! It 

would not be complete until Messiah comes and sets up His kingdom (2:21-23; 3:4-5). How do you respond 

to the Lord’s discipline in your life? MEDITATE on Hebrews 12:5-11 today. 

 

3. The story of Hosea and Gomer also displays the incredible love of God (and of Hosea for that matter!).  

No matter how far Gomer strayed or how despicable her life had become Hosea continued to love her and 

pursue her. So God pursued the wayward nation of Israel. His discipline was proof of His love. Have you 

taken time to thank the Lord for His love and forgiveness in your life? 
 

 


