
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 6-10 
 
 

REWRITING THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Monday, January 9 

Matthew 6 
 

Matthew 6:9 "This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 

12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from the evil one.' [for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.] 

 

On his blog, Pastor JR. Forasteros of Dayton Ohio did the unthinkable!  He rewrote the Lord’s 

Prayer! Here is his version: 
 

Our Father, who created and rules the universe, 

Show us Your perfect love so that we may emulate You. 

May the world run the way You want it to – just like heaven does. 

Keep us healthy with three square meals today 

And forgive the wrongs we’ve done the same way we forgive the people 

who’ve wronged us. 

Keep us safe – from ourselves and from the evils in the world. 

All the political power and authority and fame belong to You, from now 

until the end of time. 
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Personally, I think what JR. did would be a good exercise for all of us.  In “church world” we 

often repeat this precious prayer, but do we really stop and think about what the words mean.  I 

find it interesting that just before He gives us this prayer, Jesus mentions how NOT to pray - 

babbling like pagans or with “vain repetitions” (NKJV).  But isn’t that what we are doing if we 

just mouth the words and don’t think about the meaning! 

 

When we think about it, this prayer really packs a punch!  It reminds us that our holy, heavenly 

Father wants us to pray that His kingdom and purpose is evident on this earth (which means we 

should be an active part in making that happen).  It tells us that our needs don’t come first - His 

glory does!  It challenges us to forgive others the way we want God to forgive us. And it reminds 

us that we have enemies (the world, the flesh, and the devil) that are out to trap us and tear us 

down. 

 

It also comforts us with the fact that God desires a close, family relationship with us.  He wants 

us to bring Him our praise, needs, and problems. It encourages us with the reminder that He is in 

complete control and we can trust Him. 

 

I challenge you today to think through “the Lord’s Prayer.”  How would you rewrite it?  What do 

these words really mean for your life today?  Then apply what you have learned and LIVE IT! 
 

(P.S. For a humorous and poignant dialogue between God and a person praying the Lord’s Prayer see: 

http://www.cybersalt.org/illustrations/the-lords-prayer) 
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