
GENESIS 12-50: JACOB THE DECEIVER 

Thursday, January 9 

Reading: Genesis 27-28 
 

Genesis 28:16  When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I was 
not aware of it.” 17  He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house  
of God; this is the gate of heaven.” 

 

Sometimes it is difficult to relate to some Bible people. We may find it hard to step into the 

shoes of great men like Abraham, Moses, or Daniel. But Jacob is one of those Bible characters to 

whom we can easily relate. More than most Bible characters, we can see Jacob’s personality 

flaws, his struggles with faith, his victories and defeats.  

 

At this stage in his life, Jacob has really been living up to his name. Jacob means “grabber” 

(Jacob was born holding to his brother’s heel – Gen. 25:26). This word was used in a figurative 

sense as “one who deceives.” Jacob had earlier used his wiles to steal the birthright from Esau 

(Gen. 25:29-34). Then he had deceived both Esau and his father and stolen the blessing passed 

down from father to son (Gen. 27). Now he was on the run! Esau had threatened to kill him so 

Isaac and Rebekah sent him up north to find a wife among her brother Laban’s family (and to 

“get him out of Dodge”).   

 

It is after this series of deceitful events that God first appears to Jacob. He knew about God from 

his father Isaac and grandfather Abraham, but up to this point he has not shown much interest in 

following God. In his dream, Jacob sees God atop a ladder leading from heaven to earth with 

angels ascending and descending on it. It is here that Jacob first hears God’s voice and the 

promises to bless him and to watch over him wherever he goes. The angels going up and down 

from earth to heaven reinforced the promise that God was taking care of him. Upon awaking, 

Jacob states “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” He renames the place 

Beth-el - “house of God.”  For the deceiver, this was a new start - his “conversion” experience. 

This is where he begins his journey with God and though he will stumble often, he will not be 

the same man he was before. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. That is what happens when we truly meet God! He will change us. We should not be the 

same people we were before. Unfortunately, we are often like Jacob asleep on the stone. We 

are going through our lives and are unaware of God’s presence. He has promised to never 

leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5; Matt. 28:20). Yet often we live as if God is not there. 

We forget to spend time building our relationship with Him. We go about our business and 

make decisions without a thought of praying about it. We leave God out of our daily lives 

when God has promised us His wisdom, guidance, and provision if we trust and follow Him. 

   

2. Perhaps you need a “new start” in your walk with the Lord? Perhaps you need a Beth-el 

experience to remind you of God’s presence?  If this is the case, take the words of Psalm 46 

to heart: 
 

Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”   

The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress”  

(Psalm 46:10-11) 

 

 

READ THE NT Readings: Matthew 10 


