
DAVID THE OUTLAW: BITTER CONSEQUENCES 

Saturday, January 9 

Reading: 1 Samuel 22 
 

1 Samuel 22:22  Then David said to Abiathar, “…I am responsible for the death of your whole family.  

23  Stay with me; don’t be afraid. The man who wants to kill you is trying to kill me too. You will be  

safe with me.” 
 

After being alone with God for a time, David is comforted by the arrival of his family. There 

were many in Israel that were discontented with the reign of Saul or had suffered because of the 

king’s policies. They seek out and join David as well. Now David and his “merry men” number 

over 400. Knowing the rough road that lay ahead, David asked the king of Moab if his aged 

parents could stay with him. David’s great grandmother Ruth was from Moab and so David had 

distant relatives there. With his parents safe, David returns to Judah by the command of God 

through the prophet Gad. 

 

It is here that he learns of the bitter consequences of his lie to the priests at Nob. King Saul 

learned of the event through the wicked herdsman Doeg and accuses the priests of treason. 

Ahimelek protests that they are innocent. This was not the first time they had helped David 

because he had always been a faithful servant of King Saul. Despite this plea Saul orders his 

soldiers to kill all the priests. When they are unwilling Doeg does the job, not only murdering the 

85 priests but also returning to Nob and killing their wives, children, and livestock! The only one 

to escape was Ahimelek’s son Abiathar who flees to David for protection. While not letting 

Doeg off the hook (see Psalm 52), David takes responsibility for his part in the death of 

Abiathar’s family. 

 

The consequences of sin are terrible. For David, he bore the guilt of those Saul slaughtered. If he 

had told the truth perhaps the priests could have protected themselves or at least gone into 

hiding. Instead they were oblivious to the danger from Saul for helping David. 

 

The consequences for the nation of Israel were also severe. There was now a spiritual void in the 

land as the priests all lay dead and the only spiritual leaders left are on the run with David. Saul 

rejection and separation from the Lord are now final. 

 

In our lives we must always remember that sin has serious consequences. Romans 6:23 says, 

“The wages of sin is death…” While God will and does forgive, often the temporal results of our 

sin remain. And our sin may also affect others! However, our sin does not mean that God can no 

longer use us. David was still God’s king and would lead the nation back to God after Saul’s 

disastrous reign. 

 

The characters of Saul and David are here seen in contrast. Though Saul had disobeyed God in 

not totally wiping out the Amalekites (1 Samuel 15), he has no problem in wiping out the priests 

of the Lord. His hatred for David has made him paranoid and willing to stop at nothing to 

destroy his perceived enemy. 

 

David, however, shines through his failures as “a man after God’s own heart.” His psalms show 

a man who repented of his sin and trusted in God. He cares about the welfare of his family, his 

men, and Abiathar the hunted priest. He takes responsibility for his actions that led to the murder 

of the priests. 

 

How do you respond to failures and sins in your life? Let the psalms of David be your guide to 

getting back on track with God. 
 


