
A SHATTERED ALTAR 

Wednesday, January 9 

Reading: 1 Kings 13:1-10 
 

1 Kings 13:4  When King Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel,  

he stretched out his hand from the altar and said, “Seize him!” But the hand he stretched out toward  

the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. 5  Also, the altar was split apart and its ashes  

poured out according to the sign given by the man of God by the word of the LORD. 
 

King Jeroboam himself leads in the worship of the golden calves. However, God will not let him 

get away with it! He sends an unnamed prophet to rebuke the king’s idolatry. His prophecy 

would be completely fulfilled over 300 years later (see 2 Kings 23:15-16), but the splitting of the 

false altar and the withering of Jeroboam’s hand were enough to get the king’s attention. 

 

However, it does not bring the reaction we might wish. Jeroboam does ask for the prophet to 

pray to “the LORD your God” but only so his hand would be restored. There is no sign of 

repentance or a desire to turn from his politically motivated new religion. He then tries to lure the 

prophet with a meal (a sign of friendship) and the promise of reward. Perhaps he thought he 

could minimize the impact of prophet’s message by “getting him on his side.” However, the 

prophet had strict orders from God not to alter his mission or course. He refuses the king’s 

invitation and begins his journey back to Judah. 

 

LESSON ONE: “By the Word of the Lord.” Perhaps you noticed this little phrase repeated four 

times in these verses (13:1, 2, 5, 9 & repeated several more times in 11-32). The author wants to 

make it clear that everything that happened was by God’s design and command. This prophet 

was following God’s plan and was not to deviate from it. Likewise, the destruction of the altar 

and the miracle of his healing were to remind Jeroboam of God’s command that he follow “the 

Word of the Lord” as well. We often say “God is in control”, but do we live our daily lives like 

we believe it?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Pray for Me.” Many people are like King Jeroboam. They cry out for God’s 

help when they have a problem, but don’t want God to interfere with their life and desires. They 

want God to “heal” them but don’t want Him telling them what to do. What can we do to make 

sure God is not just our last resort but our first priority in all we do? 

 

LESSON THREE: “Distractions.” Jeroboam tried to tempt the prophet with a meal and reward. 

Both of these were meant to compromise the prophet’s testimony and diminish his words of 

judgment. We too will face temptations to ignore God’s will and do something else that appears 

acceptable or even good. But it is always wrong to replace God’s Word no matter what the 

intentions. What things might tempt you to ignore God’s way? What things, people, or activities 

might you need to avoid in order to stay true to the Lord? 
 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Genesis 29-32; Matthew 8 


