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John 14:13  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
 

In 1854, 22-year old J. Hudson Taylor was on a ship on his way to China to be a missionary. Off 

the coast of New Guinea, the ship started to drift toward the sunken reefs that would destroy it. 

The cannibals on the shore waited for the ship to crash. Dejected, the captain said, “We have 

done everything that can be done.” 

 

“No, there is one thing we haven’t done.” Taylor and 3 other Christians who were on board 

immediately went to their cabins to pray. After some earnest time of intercession, Taylor 

returned to the deck and told the first officer of his confidence in God’s answer and asked him to 

lower the mainsail. To this the godless officer replied, “What would be the good of that? 

Nonsense! You can’t pray up a wind.” But soon they began to see the effects of a breeze. They 

lowered the sail and soon the wind was carrying them away for the dangerous reefs and the 

disaster that had seemed inevitable.  

 

Taylor would later write, “"Thus God encouraged me, ere landing on China's shores, to bring 

every variety of need to Him in prayer, and to expect that He would honor the name of the Lord 

Jesus and give the help which each emergency required." 
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J. Hudson Taylor spent a total of 51 years in China as a missionary. He started the China Inland 

Mission which brought over 800 missionary to China, started 125 schools, and directly resulted 

in 18,00 Christian conversions. 
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 This mission still exists today (known as OMF International – 

formerly Overseas Missionary Fellowship) and reaches people all over East Asia with the gospel.  

 

Above all, J. Hudson Taylor was a man of prayer. His life verse was John 14:13. He realized that 

he needed the power of God to accomplish God’s work. He is quoted as saying, “When we work, 

we work. When we pray, God works.” He realized that “God is not looking for men (and 

women) of great faith, He is looking for common men (and women) to trust His great 

faithfulness.” Taylor wrote, “The prayer power has never been tried to its full capacity...if we 

want to see mighty wonders of divine power and grace wrought in the place of weakness, failure 

and disappointment, let us answer God's standing challenge, "Call unto me, and I will answer 

thee, and show thee great and mighty things which thou knowest not." 
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1
 Read the full story of Hudson Taylor’s life @ https://www.wholesomewords.org/missions/biotaylor3.html 

2  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hudson_Taylor 

3
 All quotes @ https://www.azquotes.com/author/17456-Hudson_Taylor 

 


