
GENESIS 12-50: SACRIFICE OF ISAAC 

Wednesday, January 8 

Reading: Genesis 21-22 
 

Genesis22:13  Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over  
and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14  So Abraham called that place  
The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.” 

 

With the birth of Isaac, God has kept His promise. But now Abraham and Sarah’s earlier lack of 

faith brings more bitter fruit. A rivalry develops between Ishmael and Isaac. Finally, God tells 

Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away so there will be no dispute over who is the heir to the 

promise. Imagine the pain in this father’s heart as he sends away this son whom he has loved for 

the last 14 years! 

 

The years pass and now Isaac is the apple of Abraham’s eye. All his hopes and the promises of 

God rest on this young man (Isaac is probably a teenager by this point). Now God commands 

Abraham to “take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love…and sacrifice him as a burnt 

offering” (22:2).   

 

Imagine Abraham’s thoughts as he walked to the designated site where he would sacrifice his 

son at the command of the Lord. While Genesis does not tell us his thoughts, we can imagine the 

torture of this loving father at the thought of what he was about to do. And yet, we see his strong 

faith in his answer to Isaac’s question about the lamb: “God Himself will provide the lamb for 

the burnt offering.” Hebrews 11:19 tells us that Abraham believed that God was able to even 

raise Isaac from the dead. This faith is hinted at when Abraham tells the servants that he and 

Isaac would “worship and then we will come back to you” (22:5 emphasis added). 

 

We know the story of how God provided a substitute for Isaac and how God repeated his 

blessing on Abraham and his family “because you have done this and have not withheld your 

son, your only son” (22:16). His obedience revealed that God was truly first place in Abraham’s 

life. It strengthened his faith and renewed God’s blessing on his life 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Obeying God is not always easy. Sometimes God asks us to do difficult things as we live by 

faith. What situation has God used to test your faith? What did you learn about yourself 

through that experience? What did you learn about God? 

 

2. What in your life is most precious to you?  Would you be willing to give it up if God calls?   

 

3. Hebrews 11 tells us that Isaac is a type of Christ; he is a picture of the willing sacrifice of 

Christ in obedience to the Father’s will. This story also reminds us of our condition before 

God. Like Isaac, we were going to die. But like the ram was a substitute for Isaac, so Christ 

took our place and died in our stead, for our sins. Have you thanked Jesus for His atoning 

death on your behalf? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT Readings: Matthew 9 


