
GENESIS 12-50: RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT 

Tuesday, January 7 

Reading: Genesis 15-16 
 

Genesis 15:6  Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
 

It had been about ten years since God had promised to make Abram 
1
 a great nation. But he is 

still childless. God promises that he will have a son and that his descendants would be like the 

stars in the sky. This is followed by one of the most important statements in Scripture: “Abram 

believed the Lord, and He credited to him as righteousness.” This statement is repeated three 

times in the New Testament (Romans 4, Galatians 3, James 2). It reminds us that salvation has 

always been by faith. 

 

The elaborate ceremony recorded here was very common in Abraham’s day to confirm or “cut” a 

covenant. The two parties would walk between the piles of chopped up animals as they recite the 

terms of their agreement. By doing this they were saying, “My word will stand true as long as 

these animals stay dead. If I break my word may I become like these dead animals.” But in this 

instance God puts Abram into a deep sleep and He alone walks between the piles. 
2
 This was an 

unconditional covenant with God making all the promises.  

 

But Abram and Sarai have trouble waiting for God. They devise their own plan to get an heir. 

Sarai gives her husband her Egyptian servant Hagar to sire a child. This was an acceptable 

practice in Abram’s day. But it was the world’s way of doing things instead of trusting in God’s 

plan. The result is conflict between Hagar and her mistress Sarai and ultimately the birth of 

Ishmael. This lack of faith would have repercussions that reach down even to our world today.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. God takes responsibility for both sides of this covenant with Abram. Not only is it a promise 

that God will keep His part. God is taking Abram’s place as well. By walking between the 

piles alone God is saying, “If YOU break this covenant, I will die.” AND HE DID! Jesus 

died because we all have broken our covenant with God. Christ died and rose again so we 

can have an intimate relationship with God. 

 

2. When we try to do things our own way it usually ends up in a big mess! No one comes off 

“smelling like a rose” in this story. Hagar exhibits pride and arrogance. Sarai responds with 

jealous rage and abuse. And Abram just doesn’t seem to care. He is indifferent to the whole 

situation and lets the women fight it out. Today, two peoples claim Abraham as their father – 

Israel though Isaac and the Arabs through Ishamael. While Isaac and Ishmael seem to have 

settled their differences (see Genesis 25), the nations that came from them have not! What if 

Abram had simply trusted God’s plan and God’s timing instead of running ahead with his 

own scheme? What would happen if we do things God’s way instead of our own way or the 

world’s way? 
 

1 
 God will change his name to Abraham in Genesis 17. Abram means ‘exalted father.’ Abraham means ‘father of a 

multitude.’ Both names are a reminder of Abraham’s predicament. In Genesis 15 he has no son. In Genesis 17 God 

says he has the wrong son. 

 
2 

 God is often depicted in the Bible in terms of fire and smoke. Remember the pillar of cloud and fire that led the 

Israelites through the wilderness and the fire on Mount Sinai when God’s presence was there. 
 

READ THE NT Readings: Matthew 8 


