
 

FINAL NAIL IN THE KINGDOM’S COFFIN 
Monday, January 7 

Reading: 1 Kings 11:41 – 12:15 

 
1 Kings 12:13 The king answered the people harshly. Rejecting the advice given him by the elders,  
14 he followed the advice of the young men and said, “My father made your yoke heavy; I will make  
it even heavier. My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.” 15 So the king  
did not listen to the people, for this turn of events was from the LORD, to fulfill the word the LORD had 
spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite.  
 

The disastrous end of Solomon’s reign left the kingdom in disarray. Solomon led the people into idol 

worship (a sin they were never totally able to break) and his heavy taxes and forced labor turned the 

people against the throne. Because of all this, God said he would tear most of the kingdom away 

from Solomon’s son and give it to one the king’s trusted advisors, Jeroboam. This prophecy 

propelled Solomon to try and kill Jeroboam, who fled to Egypt (1 Kings 11:26-40).  

 

With the death of Solomon, Jeroboam returned to lead the northern tribes’ delegation to reach peace 

with Solomon’s son and successor Rehoboam. The new king had a chance to reverse his father’s 

problems with the people but out of arrogance followed the advice of the wrong crowd. He 

threatened and brow beat the representatives causing them to rebel and form a new kingdom with 

Jeroboam as their king, just as God had predicted.  

 

LESSON ONE: “Leaving a Legacy.” Though Rehoboam’s harsh words were the final nail in the 

coffin for Israel’s unity, it was really Solomon’s sins that ripped the kingdom apart. Instead of 

following his father’s early example of wisdom, Rehoboam followed the arrogance and sin of 

Solomon’s later years. We too have a powerful influence on our family and those around us. What do 

we need to do to have a godly influence today and leave a godly legacy for tomorrow?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Whose Missing?” We hear advice from Rehoboam, the tribal leaders, the elders 

who had served Solomon, and the young men who had grown up with the new king. In all their 

discussions we never once hear God’s name mentioned. They were all busy with their own agendas 

and forget (or willfully ignored) the Lord. I wonder how often we do the same thing. We make 

decisions and plans never stopping to pray about them or seek God’s will. Afterwards we MIGHT 

pray and ask God to bless OUR plans. How do we keep God from being missing in our daily lives?  

 

LESSON THREE: “Leadership.” Rehoboam thought being king meant he could “boss people 

around” and use threats to force them to do what HE wanted. He was about to find out how wrong he 

was! The elders had tried to tell him to “be a servant to these people.” It is interesting that all the 

apostles in their New Testament letters introduce themselves as servants. Leadership is not about 

getting your own way. It is about serving others for their good. Jesus Himself said He did not come 

to be served but to serve and give His life a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28). How do we stop having a 

“serve me” attitude and become a true servant of God?  

 

 

 
THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Genesis 21-24; Matthew 6 


