
PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE EPHESIANS 

Thursday, January 6 

Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

Ephesians 3:20  Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according  
to His power that is at work within us, 21  to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

In 1998 Larry Page and Sergey Brin, while they were still graduate students at Stanford 

University, picked the number 1 followed by 100 zeroes. That number in mathematical terms is 

called a googol, and that became the name of their new enterprise. Today, Google operates the 

largest search engine in the world with internet users performing hundreds of millions of 

searches a day. 
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Some people have the ability to think big. Their minds conceive great plans and have the 

capacity to carry them out. Inventors and military strategists come to mind. But even a genius 

cannot conceive of the great things God can do through us.  
 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20; NKJV)  
 

God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest 

dreams! (Ephesians 3:20; The Message)  
 

Paul has spent the first part of this letter describing the wonderful blessings God has poured out 

on us because we are in Christ. He has also spent time on his knees praying for the spiritual 

growth and well-being of God’s people (3:14-19). He prays that believers will be empowered by 

the indwelling Spirit and that they would not only know the depths of Christ’s love but will 

experience it in their daily lives. Here is Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase from the Message Bible: 
  

“And I ask that with both feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able to take in with all Christians the extravagant 

dimensions of Christ’s love. Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the 

heights!” (Ephesians 3:17-18). 
 

Through the power of the Spirit and the love of Christ, Paul prays that they will be filled with the 

fullness of God, having everything they need to live a godly life. Paul’s prayer reminds us that 

spiritual needs are just as important (if not more important) than physical needs. Do you pray for 

the spiritual health and growth of other believers? 

 

Paul closes his prayer by reminding us that God not only has the ability to do all this, but He will 

go beyond anything we can ask or imagine for our lives. This is true because it is not based on 

our abilities but on the power of Christ working within us!  

 

Have you prayed for the impossible? Have you opened up your life to God’s amazing power and 

asked Him to use you for His glory? The greatest blessings come when we realize that the work 

that has been accomplished would be impossible without the Spirit’s working in and through us. 

When we believe that “God just can’t do that!” or “God can’t use me!” we are thinking small. 

God loves using the things the world considers weak and inferior to do great things for Him  

(1 Corinthians 1:26-31; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10). Let’s not put God in a box! Let’s PRAY BIG 

and SERVE BIG relaying on His power that is always available  
 

 
 

 
 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Matthew 7-8 


