
DAVID THE OUTLAW: LESSONS FROM FAILURE 

Tuesday, January 5 

Reading: Psalm 34 
 

Psalm 34:3  Glorify the LORD with me; let us exalt his name together. 4  I sought the LORD, and he 

answered me; he delivered me from all my fears…6  This poor man called, and the LORD heard him;  

he saved him out of all his troubles. 7  The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,  

and he delivers them. 
 

The events in Gath had taught David a valuable lesson. Psalm 34 was written shortly after these 

events. A key word in this psalm is ‘fear.’ David had let his fear of Saul control him. But now he 

had learned “blessed in the one who takes refuge in the Lord…those who fear the Lord lack 

nothing” (34:8-9). 

 

Psalm 34 is a praise song to God for his deliverance. Although David had used his own cunning 

by lying and pretending to be crazy to escape, he now realizes that it was really God who was 

protecting him even in his lack of faith (34:13-16). David proclaims the greatness of the Lord for 

hearing and rescuing the righteous and being near to those who are “brokenhearted and crushed 

in spirit” as he was at this time. David came out of his experiences in Gath with a new 

perspective and a new hope in God. 

 

What lessons had David learned? First, he learned to PRAISE the Lord (34:1-3). Not only would 

he continually praise God but he encouraged others to join him. We are never in a better state of 

mind to receive God’s lessons than when we are praising Him! 

 

Next David learned to SEEK the Lord (34:4-6, 10). The Hebrew word for “sought” is most often 

used for seeking God in prayer. We need a strong prayer life in order to grow. The word “look” 

implies an intensity and focus to our prayers. In humility, we must cry out to God continually. 

 

Third, David learned to FEAR the Lord (34:7-9). David had learned that trusting in self brings 

fear. But fearing the Lord brings safety. We must always have a holy reverence for the majesty 

and glory of God. Fearing the Lord means not taking Him for granted. Fearing God means a 

lifestyle of worshipping Him, not just running to Him when we have a problem. Fearing God 

means having a holy awe for who He is! 

 

Fourth, David learned to LIVE for the Lord (34:11-14). A life that is focused on God will also be 

focused on good. Our walk with God will be expressed in our words and actions. We are not 

seeking and fearing God when we live anyway we please. Our lives must display His character 

and His ways. 

 

Finally, David learned to LEAN on the Lord (34:15-22). The Lord never promised believers an 

easy life. In fact, Jesus promised just the opposite (John 16:33). This psalm reminds us that 

living for the Lord will bring troubles, broken hearts, and crushed spirits (34:17-19). But the 

Lord sees and hears (34:15-17)! The Lord delivers (34:17, 19)! The Lord saves, protects, and 

rescues (34:18, 20-22)! He is close to those who are hurting and humble their hearts before Him 

(34:18). We can lean on the Lord knowing He cares for us and has a purpose in the pain we are 

going through.  
 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Genesis 25-28; Matthew 7 


