
GENESIS 1-11: TOWER OF BABEL 

Sunday, January 5 

Reading: Genesis 10-11 
 

Genesis 11:4  Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, 
so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”  

 

The first command God gave to Noah and his sons upon leaving the ark was to “be fruitful and 

increase in number and fill the earth.” It was in direct defiance of this command that the people 

built the Tower of Babel. They did not want to “fill the earth.”  They wanted to stay together and 

do things their own way. Their attitude is clear! Everything they did was for selfish reasons: “Let 

us build ourselves a city…so that we may make a name for ourselves.”   

 

The tower they wanted to build was probably what archaeologists call a ziggurat. It was a 

pyramid-like structure with steps leading to the top where observation and worship of the stars 

would take place. This is the first record of organized false religion. These people wanted to 

replace God with their own man-made worship centered at this lofty tower.   

 

God quickly put an end to their rebellion. Instead of wiping them out, he split them up by 

changing their languages. The word “Babel” sounds like the Hebrew word for confusion. If they 

could not understand each other they could no longer work together.  So they divided into their 

language groups and moved apart. God’s command was fulfilled, however reluctantly. 

 

Human nature has not changed! We still want our own way. We still want to control our own 

lives without God’s “interference.” But all the false religions and atheism in the world cannot 

defeat God’s will being accomplished. The Babel Principle teaches us that God will always win 

in the end.    

 

 

 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. What are some ways people today show their rebellion against God? 

2. Humanism is the philosophy that man is the most important thing in the universe.  How does 

this belief reveal itself in society? 

3. Striving to control every aspect of our lives and get what we want always brings confusion 

(“babel”).  As believers, what should we be doing instead? 

4. Colossians 3:1-17 give us a list of actions that will keep us from falling into the trap of the 

world’s philosophy.  Read and meditate on these verses. 
 


