
THE PRAYER OF HANNAH 

Wednesday, January 5 

Reading: 1 Samuel 2:1-11 
 

1 Samuel 2:1  Then Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is  
lifted high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in Your deliverance.  2  “There is no one holy  
like the LORD; there is no one besides You; there is no Rock like our God.” 

 

Charles Wesley was a great preacher in England during the Great Awakening of the 1700’s and 

founded the Methodist movement. But Wesley is most known for the over 6500 hymns that he 

wrote. Many church historians believe people got their theology more from these hymns than 

from his sermons and theology books. The ancient Israelites could say the same. They put their 

faith into songs. Their worship was filled with psalms of what they believed and experienced 

about God. 

 

In the opening chapters of 1 Samuel, we meet Hannah, wife of Elkanah, who lived during the 

period of the judges. Unable to have children, she was looked down on by her society and 

mocked by Elkanah’s other wife. In despair, she goes to the Tabernacle to bring her sorrows to 

the Lord. But in her “bitterness of soul” she does not blame God. Instead she pleads with Him to 

remember her and give her a son, promising to dedicate the child to the Lord’s service. God 

answers her prayer and gives her a son who would grow up to be one of Israel’s greatest leaders, 

the prophet Samuel. When little Samuel is old enough, Hannah fulfills her vow and brings her 

son to the Tabernacle to serve the Lord all his days.  

 

While it must have been difficult for mother and son to part, Hannah responds with a song of 

praise and thanksgiving. She rejoices in God who is her Deliverer, the Holy One, the Rock, the 

righteous Judge, and the One who changes lives (2:1-5). She delights in God’s sovereignty – He 

rules over all! (2:6-8). Finally, she sings of God’s care for His faithful people (2:9-10). That she 

speaks of God giving strength to “His king” and exalts “His anointed” may be a reference to 

Hannah’s faith in the coming Savior. As the book of Judges has reminded us, there was no king 

in Israel during these days. But God had promised a King who would reign forever. The title 

“His anointed” is the first appearance of the term ‘Messiah’ (Heb. māšiyah) in the Bible. It points 

forward to the fulfillment of God’s promise in Jesus. 

 

Hannah’s prayer reminds us of some vital thoughts we often leave out of our daily prayer life.  

(1) She repeatedly rejoices in the character of God. Do we spend time praising and worshiping 

God in our prayers or do we rush straight to our requests? (2) She remembers that God is in 

control. Do we seek God’s sovereign will or demand what we want in our prayers?  

 

Take some time to study Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving. What does this say about her 

understanding of God?  How should her faith encourage us? Try writing your own prayer song. 

Focus, not so much on God’s answer to your requests, but on the Person of God shown through 

Who He is and what He does. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Matthew 5-6 


