
DAVID THE OUTLAW: LYING & LUNACY 

Monday, January 4 

Reading: 1 Samuel 21 
 

1 Samuel 21:10  That day David fled from Saul and went to Achish king of Gath. 11  But the servants of 

Achish said to him, “Isn’t this David, the king of the land? Isn’t he the one they sing about in their dances:  

‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands’?” 12  David took these words to heart and 

was very much afraid of Achish king  of Gath. 
 

King Saul’s jealousy of David’s popularity made him send David out on ‘suicide missions” 

against the Philistines in hopes he would be killed. The king also tried to kill David personally on 

several occasions. David is now a man on the run. His first stop was at Nob where the 

Tabernacle was set up. David told two lies to Ahimelek the priest. First he said he was on a 

secret mission for the king. He may have thought the priests would not help him if he told them 

he was a fugitive from Saul. He also lied about why he did not have a weapon with him. He 

leaves having been feed and with the sword of Goliath. This act will have deadly consequences. 

 

David then flees to Philistine territory. But the people recognize him as the one who had so often 

defeated their armies. Carrying the sword of Goliath in the giant’s hometown didn’t help much 

either. When he is taken before King Achish, David pretends to be insane because in the ancient 

world insane people were believed to be touched and protected by the gods. I like King Achish’s 

comment as he throws David out of his court.  “Must you bring me a madman? We already have 

enough of them around here!” (1 Samuel 21:14-15 NLT). 

 

In both these instances David shows a serious lack of faith. While at the Tabernacle he eats and 

gets a weapon. While 22:9-15 implies that the priest did inquire of the Lord for him, David 

obviously didn’t listen. He had his own plan – a plan that would be tragic for the priests. We will 

see the bitter fruit of David’s lies in the next chapter. 

 

Going to enemy territory was another bad move. God, not Gath, should have been his Source of 

refuge. In Gath, he once again trusts in his own devices instead of trusting in God. And it almost 

gets him killed. But even in this time of weak faith God is working and protecting David. 

Though out of touch with God, God is still watching over His chosen king. David was allowed to 

sink so low that he might better know himself and his weakness. Then he could better get to 

know his God. God uses even our failures to help us grow in our faith. 

 

Have you ever had a lapse of faith? What were the results? How did that experience help you 

grow in your faith? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Genesis 21-24; Matthew 6 


