
FUTILITY OF THE WICKED 

Wednesday, January 3 

Reading: Psalm 2 
 

Psalm 2:1  Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? 2  The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers  

band together against the LORD and against his anointed, saying, 3  “Let us break their chains and throw off their 

shackles.” 4  The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 

 

The opening words of this psalm sound like they could have been ripped from the pages of our newspapers 

today.  The world is still in rebellion against God.  Whether it is the terrorists who try to extinguish Christians 

from the earth or the secularists who try to remove God from public society, mankind wants to break the chains 

and throw off the shackles of God in their lives. 

 

This psalm is really a continuation of Psalm 1.  While Psalm 1 focused on the righteous person, Psalm 2 will 

focus on the wicked.  Psalm 1 began with the “blessed” person who does not follow the way of the wicked.  

Psalm 2 ends with the “blessed” person who takes shelter in God from the wicked.  The words “meditate” (1:2) 

and “plot” (2:1) are actually the same word in Hebrew.  The righteous think on God’s Word while the wicked 

think about ways to try to defeat God’s will. 

 

Atheism, humanism, evolution, false religions, cults - they are all a vain attempt by humanity to dismiss God 

from their lives. What is God’s response to all this?  He laughs!  Nothing mankind can do will ever thwart 

God’s sovereignty.  God is always in control!   

 

While the immediate context of this psalm is related to God’s Covenant with David and the king’s relationship 

to God (see 2 Samuel 7), the New Testament shows us that its ultimate fulfillment comes through Jesus Christ.  

He is the One declared to be the Son of God (Matt. 3:17; Rom. 1:3-4).  He is the One who will rule the nations 

with a rod of iron (Rev. 12:5).  He is the One that all people should serve and celebrate. 

 

While Psalm 1 proclaimed blessings on the righteous, this psalm is a warning to the wicked.  God’s judgement 

is coming!  And nothing they can do will stop it.  That is why the psalm closes with an invitation - an invitation 

to take refuge in the Lord. 

 

Does all the anti-God/anti-Christian sentiment you see every day make you feel depressed - like this world is 

“going to hell in a handbasket”?  Take heart!  The wicked will not have the final say.  God is in control and, 

despite all their efforts, the wicked can never defeat the plans and purposes of God.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


