
LORD’S PRAYER: OUR FATHER 

Monday, January 3 

Reading: Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Matthew 6:9 “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 10  Your kingdom come, Your will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Opposite of what we often practice, Jesus teaches us to begin our prayers with a focus on God, 

not ourselves. He is “our Father.” We often hear people say that as Creator God is the Father of 

all people. This is not what Jesus is talking about. When we trust in Christ we are adopted into 

His family through the power of the Spirit who now lives within us. Thus we can cry out, Abba, 

Father” (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6). This term ‘abba’ is a very intimate word – the word a 

child would cry out when calling for his papa/daddy. God wants to have a close, personal 

relationship with us. And the foundation of that relationship is prayer. 

 

While God is close to those who believe, we must also acknowledge that He is far greater than 

we could every grasp. He is “in heaven.” Through the Prophet Isaiah God tells us, “For My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. “As the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than 

your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9). It is a comfort to realize that God is beyond our comprehension. 

That means He is not like me and has the power and wisdom to help me in my daily struggles. 

Knowing this about our Father in heaven should motivate us to focus on three things as we pray: 

 

1. Focus on His WORSHIP – “Hallowed” comes from the Greek work for ‘holy.’ We hold 

God’s name as holy when we give Him the praise He deserves. To begin our prayers, we 

should say with the psalmist, “Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name 

together” (Psalm 34:3 NKJV). 

 

2. Focus on His KINGDOM – To pray “Your kingdom come” shows our longing for God’s just 

reign. It is a plea for Christ’s return to put everything right. But it goes deeper than that! The 

Apostle Paul tells us what the desire for Christ’s return should produce in our lives today. 
 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness 

and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait 

for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, Who gave 

Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, 

eager to do what is good (Titus 2:11-14) 
 

3. Focus on His WILL – To pray “Your will be done” is a dangerous prayer. To pray these 

words honestly we must be willing to give up our wants and conform our lives to His will 

and ways. We must deny ourselves and take up our cross daily and follow Christ (Luke 

9:23). We will work for His honor and glory. Like Jesus, we will pray “Not my will, but 

Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). Only when we surrender our lives to His control can we 

completely experience the joy, love, and peace of our heavenly Father. 

 

“Prayer does change things, all kinds of things. But the most important thing it changes is us. As 

we engage in this communion with God more deeply and come to know the One with whom we 

are speaking more intimately, that growing knowledge of God reveals to us all the more 

brilliantly who we are and our need to change in conformity to Him. Prayer changes us 

profoundly.”
 1 

 
1
  R.C. Sproul. @ https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6606279-the-prayer-of-the-lord 

 
 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Matthew 1-2 


