
THE GRIEVING FOR LAZARUS 

Thursday, January 31 

Reading: John 11:30-37 
 

John 11:33  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping,  
he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34  “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see,  
Lord,” they replied. 35  Jesus wept. 

 

It is telling that Mary remained in the house when news of Jesus’ arrival came. She does not go 

to Jesus until she is called. Both actions show the depth of her sorrow. The Jewish leaders who 

were comforting her follow her out assuming she is going to mourn at Lazarus’ tomb.   

 

Though her question to Jesus is the same as her sister’s, Mary’s attitude is different. There is no 

mention of Martha falling at Jesus feet, yet this is the first thing Mary does. It is interesting that 

each time we meet Mary she is at Jesus’ feet. There is also no mention of Martha weeping, yet 

Mary’s weeping is seen to touch the heart of Jesus. While Martha needed Jesus’ words of 

comfort, no words could console the grieving Mary so Jesus does not attempt to do so.  

 

Jesus’ sorrow was on several levels. He was grieving because of His friends’ pain. He was 

troubled over the unbelief He sensed from those around Him. And He was “deeply moved in His 

spirit and troubled” over the consequences of sin which brings death. Jesus was not sad for 

Lazarus, however, for He knew what He was about to do. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Jesus Wept.” These two little words give us great insight into the heart of Jesus. 

When He saw the pain and grief of Mary he grieved with her. We usually feel that we have to 

say something to those who have lost a loved one to “comfort” them. But often the best comfort 

we can give a grieving person is to simply be there and weep with them. Do you weep with those 

who are grieving? Do you let them see your care by just being there? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Moved in Spirit.” While Jesus wept with Mary and Martha, there is a different 

purpose when it says Jesus was “moved (literally ‘groaned’) in spirit.” Jesus was upset at the 

lack of belief in the people around Him. Many of those who had come to mourn with the sisters 

did not believe and would still not believe after Lazarus is raised. Does unbelief in others upset 

you? Do you grieve for the lost who are dying without Christ? 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Leviticus 5-8; Matthew 24 

DAY 15: THE LORD IS MY SOVEREIGN LORD! (Psalm 109) 

“When our lives are under God’s rule, we seek one thing: the glory of 

God…knowing confidently that He loves you.” 

 


