
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 21-25 
 
 

FEVER PITCH 

Tuesday, January 31 

Reading: Matthew 22 
 

Matthew 22:34  Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  
35  One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36  “Teacher, which is the  
greatest commandment in the Law?” 37  Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your  
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38  This is the first and greatest command- 
ment. 39  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40  All the Law and the  
Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

 

In the movie Fever Pitch, Ben Wrightman is crazy about the Boston Red Sox baseball team. He 

rarely misses a game during the spring and summer months. 

 

One winter, Ben falls in love with a young woman named Lindsey and wins her heart. Then 

spring rolls around, and she finds out that he’s a different person during baseball season. He has 

no time for her unless she goes to the games with him. 

 

When Lindsey ends her relationship with Ben because of his fanaticism, he talks with a young 

friend, who says, “You love the Sox. But tell me, have they ever loved you back?” Those words 

cause Ben to analyze his priorities and to give more time to the woman he loves, who loves him 

back. 
1 

 

When Jesus was asked what the greatest commandment was, He replied with two passages of 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18.  Jesus proclaimed that the commands to love 

God and love your neighbor form the entire structure of Scripture.  This exchange occurred 

during a series of questions the religious leaders were throwing at Jesus to try and trap Him.  All 

their attempts had failed miserably.   

 

This “expert in the Law” would have been a man who knew the Law inside and out.  He would 

be one to whom people would bring their cases to have them judged by Moses’ Law.  Perhaps 

they hoped that Jesus would not be able to sort out the most important command from the 613 

commandments found in the Law.  Jesus, however, has no trouble answering this question and 

even impresses the lawyer who asked Him (Mark 12:28-34). 

 

Jesus is saying that we must love God with all we are: heart, soul, and mind.  The key word in 

this verse is “ALL.”   We cannot love God in pieces.  God wants an “all or nothing” love.  Like 

the girlfriend who didn’t want to be “second place” to the Red Sox, God wants to be first place in 

our lives.  The things that often take our attention away from Him usually “don’t love us back”, 

at least not like He does.  Jesus wants us to understand that God wants a total commitment.  The 

second command to love others is an outgrowth of loving God.  If we truly love God than we 

will love people as He loves them.  If we don’t love others, it reveals the absence of God’s love 

in our hearts.   
 

1 John 4:7  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 

born of God and knows God.  8  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

 

Is your love at a “fever pitch”?  Do you put Him ahead of work, hobbies, activities, etc.?  Is He 

#1 in your life? 
 

 

 
1
  Anne Cetus.  Our Daily Bread, February 28, 2009 


