
NUMBERS: MUTINY DESPITE THE BOUNTY 

Thursday, January 30 

Reading: Numbers 16-17 
 

Numbers 16:9  Isn’t it enough for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the rest of the  
Israelite community and brought you near himself to do the work at the LORD’s tabernacle and to  
stand before the community and minister to them? 10  He has brought you and all your fellow Levites  
near himself, but now you are trying to get the priesthood too.   11  It is against the LORD that you  
and all your followers have banded together.  

 

Even as they wandered in the wilderness, God was taking care of the Israelites. God had “blessed 

them…watched over them...and they had not lacked anything” (Deut. 2:7). He gave them food to 

eat and their clothes and shoes never wore out (Deut. 8:4). Yet the people still continued to rebel. 

 

Korah was a Levite, called by God to serve at the Tabernacle. He gathers a group of grumblers 

and malcontents to oppose Moses and Aaron. He twists God’s words about Israel being “a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6) to mean that Moses couldn’t tell them what 

to do! After all, he was from the same tribe as Moses and Aaron. He was saying that he could do 

things just as well as Moses. He wanted to be #1! 

 

Moses takes the problem to God. He reminds these rebels that their mutiny was not against the 

leadership of Moses and Aaron, but against the Lordship of God who had appointed them. 

Korah’s cohorts Dathan and Abiram then attack Moses (16:12-15). They accuse Moses of being 

selfish and controlling. And they blame Moses for not taking them into the Promised Land even 

though the people’s sin was really at fault.  

 

God gave them a whole day to think about their actions before He sends judgment. Then Korah 

and his followers are swallowed up by the earth and fire from the Lord devours the rest of the 

rebels (16:16-34). The people still reject God’s leaders and accuse Moses of killing “the Lord’s 

people” (i.e. Korah and his crew). It should have been obvious Moses and Aaron had nothing to 

do with this judgment. It was a supernatural act of God. A plague wipes out 14,700 people and is 

only stopped when Aaron rushes out and “stood between the living and dead” to offer incense for 

the people (16:41-50). God gives a final proof that Aaron is His chosen leader when Moses 

places 12 staves (one for each tribal leader) before the Lord. Overnight, Aaron’s staff buds, 

blossoms, and produces almonds. This staff was kept with the Ark of Covenant as a reminder to 

future rebels to respect God’s leaders. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Korah and his group wanted a position that did not belong to them. God has given each of us 

spiritual gifts that He wants us to use in His service. It is rebellion against God to covet 

another person’s gift or position. God has placed you right where He wants you and where 

you can serve Him to your greatest potential and His eternal glory. It should bring us joy to 

do what God has called us to do. 

 

2. Dathan and Abiram blamed Moses for everything. Those who refuse to follow God’s will 

always try to blame someone else for their problems. It’s never their fault! They refuse to 

admit that there are consequences for their sin. It is our duty to be like Aaron – to stand in the 

gap for a dying world and fall on our face before God to plead for their salvation. 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Matthew 28 


