
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 21-25 
 
 

SHAKE EVERY BRANCH 

Monday, January 30 

Matthew 21 
 

Matthew 21:13  “It is written,” he said to them, “ ‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you  

are making it ‘a den of robbers.’” 14  The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed 

them. 15  But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and  

the children shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. 16 “Do 

you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read,  

    ‘From the lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?” 

 

The great 14
th

 century reformer Martin Luther described his Bible study this way: “I study my 

Bible like I gather apples.  First, I shake the whole tree that the ripest may fall.  Then I shake 

each limb, and when I have shaken each limb, I shake each branch and every twig.  Then I look 

under every leaf.  I search the Bible as a whole like shaking the whole tree. Then I shake every 

limb—study book after book.  Then I shake every branch, giving attention to the chapters.  Then 

I shake every twig, or a careful study of the paragraphs and sentences and words and their 

meanings.” 
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In Matthew 21, no less than six Old Testament Scriptures are quoted, four of them by Jesus 

Himself.  (1) As Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, Matthew reminds us that this fulfilled 

the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 (21:1-5). (2) The crowds greet Jesus with shouts from Psalm 

118:25-26, a psalm often song at Passover time (21:6-9).  (3/4) As He cleanses the Temple, Jesus 

combines Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11 as His authority for this action (21:12-13).  (5) When 

the children’s praise upsets the chief priests they confront Jesus and order Him to stop the 

children.  Instead Jesus quotes Psalm 8:2 as an affirmation of their praise (21:14-16).  (6) After 

several confrontations and parables denouncing the religious leaders, Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22-

23 (just a couple verses before what the people had been shouting at His arrival).  This passage 

condemned the religious leaders for rejecting Him.  But this would not stop God’s plan - the 

rejected Stone would become the Cornerstone (21:23-45)! 

 

This chapter is a wonderful example of Jesus’ view on the importance of Scripture.  As He 

neared the end of His earthly ministry, He backed up what He was doing with God’s Word.  His 

whole life was focused around the Word of God. 

 

Can we say that?  Does our life revolve around God’s Word?  I’m not saying we need to walk 

around quoting Bible verses to everybody.  But is our day-to-day life affected by God’s Word?  

Are we so immersed in it that it guides our daily thoughts, actions, and decisions?  Is what God 

says more important than what our friends, the nightly news, or anyone else says?   Are we 

“shaking every branch” to know the wisdom and wonder that God has given us in His Word?! 
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