
THE SISTERS OF LAZARUS 

Wednesday, January 30 

Reading: John 11:14-29 
 

John 11:25  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live,  

even though they die; 26  and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
 

When Jesus spoke of Lazarus sleeping, he meant that Lazarus was dead. But the disciples 

misinterpreted His statement to mean that Lazarus was resting and thus getting better. Jesus then 

states bluntly that Lazarus was dead.  Jesus was not glad that He had died nor was He happy over 

the sorrow His death had brought to His friends. But Jesus knew there was a greater purpose 

here. If He had arrived and healed Lazarus’ sickness, it would just have been another in a long 

line of miracles. But now, the disciples would have a chance to see the power of God and 

strengthen their faith in the Savior. 

 

The fact that many of the leaders from Jerusalem had come to comfort the sisters implies they 

were a prominent and wealthy family. Martha’s question is not an accusation of Jesus for she 

realized there was no physical way Jesus could have arrived in time. It is merely disappointment 

in the reality of the situation. Martha had faith in Jesus’ power to heal but had no thought that He 

could raise the dead. She knew Jesus had a special relationship with the Father, but her faith was 

still growing. 

 

Jesus’ question was an attempt to get Martha to look past the situation and focus on the Savior. 

Martha, however, took Jesus’ words as a statement of comfort one gives to those who have lost a 

love one – ‘You will see him again at the resurrection in the last day.’  Martha had expressed her 

faith in the resurrection as a principle, but Jesus now reveals the resurrection as a Person” 
1
  

 

When Jesus asks, “Do you believe this?”  it was an invitation for Martha to respond with a 

statement of faith in Christ as the Son of God.  Though she still does not understand the full 

scope of that statement, she places her faith in the Savior.  

 

LESSON ONE: “Sleep.” In the Lord’s eyes, physical death is simply the body ‘laid at rest’ 

awaiting His voice to raise it up again. One day all believers will hear His voice and be raised to 

eternal life with Him (1 Thess. 4:13-18; John 5:24-25). How does this bring comfort when we 

lose a loved one in Christ? 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Resurrection and the Life.” Jesus wanted Martha to understand that He 

was the Source of Life. Eternal life is not just for the last days. It is a reality here and now 

because of Christ’s presence. How should we live in light of Christ’s power? Should any fear or 

grief prevent us from loving and serving Him? 
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THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Leviticus 1-4; Matthew 23 

DAY 14: THE LORD IS MY SHIELD! (Psalm 3) 

“God is big enough to raise us up when our soul is downcast. His love sufficiently 

brings relief to a broken spirit. His strength lifts us up out of the distresses of life.” 

 


