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FAMILY TREE 

Monday, January 2 

Matthew 1 
 

Matthew 1:1  This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham:  

 

The last couple years has seen the rise of the genealogy crazy.  I saw an article that listed the 101 

best websites for genealogy!  These sites offer to help you trace your lineage and find out who 

were your ancestors.  One newer commercial even offers to test your DNA to find out your 

bloodline. 

 

While knowing your family history may not crucial to our daily lives, for the Jews it was a 

necessity.  This is why Matthew begins his gospel with a genealogy.  He wants to prove to his 

Jewish audience that Jesus is the Messiah - the coming Savior.  For this to be true Jesus must be 

from the correct bloodline.   

 

God had made a couple of earth shattering promises.  The first was to Abraham, the founder of 

the Jewish nation.  God promised that through him all the nations of the earth would be blessed 

(Gen. 12:1-3).  The second promise was made to Abraham’s ancestor King David (2 Sam. 7).  

God promised that he would have an eternal kingdom.  By tracing Jesus’ ancestry back to these 

men, Matthew was showing that Jesus was qualified to be the Savior. 

 

There is another oddity in this genealogy: it lists four women.  Women were not normally named 

in Jewish genealogies.  On closer investigation, these four women all had a questionable 

pedigree. 

 

Tamar (Genesis 38) disguised herself as a prostitute in order to have illegitimate children with 

her father-in-law Judah.  Rahab (Joshua 2) was a prostitute in Jericho who none-the-less believed 

God and hid the two Israelite spies.  Ruth (Ruth 1), though noble in character, was from Moab - a 

people forbidden to marry into the Jewish nation (Deut. 7:3; 23:3). The last woman in this list is 

Bathsheba, “Uriah’s wife”, who committed adultery with David (2 Samuel 11). Not exactly the 

upstanding citizens you want in your family tree! 

 

So why did Matthew include them? They are a beautiful picture of God’s grace. Each of these 

women (and the men in the list too) were fallen people, some of whom were redeemed by faith 

in God. They may have had a checkered past, but God gave them the honor of placing them in 

the lineage of the Messiah. We too are merely “sinners saved by grace.” We do not deserve 

God’s favor and salvation, yet He gives it freely to those who believe - placing us in His family!  

 

That is the only family tree that really matters!  God’s family tree!  Are you a part of God’s 

family? 

 


