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Should old acquaintance be forgot 

And never brought to mind? 

Should old acquaintance be forgot 

And old lang syne? 
 

For auld lang syne, my dear 

For auld lang syne 

We’ll take a cup of kindness yet 

For auld lang syne 

 

This Scottish song is attributed to Robert Burns, the national poet of Scotland. He wrote it in 1788 but it was not 

published until after his death in 1796. But the origins of the song date back much further. Burns claimed that 

he learned it from “an old man” and simply wrote down the words. Literally translated, the words ‘auld lang 

syne’ mean ‘old long since’ but have the idea of ‘for old times’ sake.’ The tune we know today is an old 

Scottish folk tune much older than Burn’s poem. The lyrics and music did not appear together until 1799. 

 

Burns’ original poem has 5 verses but today most people only know the first verse and chorus. The poem 

recounts the meeting of two friends (or lovers) who get together to drink and remember old times. It had no 

connection with celebrating the New Year until much later. The man who popularized the singing of Auld Lang 

Syne on New Year’s Eve was band leader Guy Lombardo. He was nicknamed “Mr New Year’s Eve” because 

the highlight of New York’s Eve celebration was his end-of-the-year concert. He and his band, The Royal 

Canadians, first played the song on New Year’s Eve 1929. He continued to perform it every New Year’s Eve 

for the next 48 years. 

 

While obvious not a Christian hymn, Auld Lang Syne reminds us of the importance of remembering. This is a 

truth the Bible stresses as well. God constantly reminded the children of Israel to remember how He had 

delivered them from slavery in Egypt and led them in the wilderness. In his farewell address to the nation (book 

of Deuteronomy) Moses uses the word “remember” 15 times! Ecclesiastes 12:1 reminds us to “remember your 

Creator in the days of your youth.” In the New Testament we are told to remember our former condition before 

we were saved (Ephesians 2:11-13) and remember the truth that we have been taught (2 Peter 1:12-15). When 

He instituted the Lord’s Supper Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In this new year, let us find ways to remember the wonderful works and salvation of God in our lives.  

 
Hebrews 13:15-16  

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips  

that openly profess His name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with  

such sacrifices God is pleased. 
 


