
ONE WISE WISH 

Wednesday, January 2 

Reading: 1 Kings 3:1-15 
 

1 Kings 3:9  So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between  

right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?”  
 

Solomon’s reign starts off on the right foot. After offering a thousand sacrifices, the Lord gives 

Solomon an incredible choice. He can ask God for anything he wants God to give him.  But 

instead of asking for power, wealth, or fame, Solomon asks for wisdom.  Several things impress 

me about this request.  First, his request is humble.  He expresses his gratitude to God for His 

kindness to his father David and now to himself.  He realizes that the task ahead of him is a 

daunting one that he needs God’s wisdom to handle. Second, his request is not selfish. He does 

not ask for himself but so he can be a good ruler for the people. Third, his request focuses on 

God. Though he is king, Solomon knows that the Israelites are “the people You have chosen” 

and that they are “Your people.” Solomon asked for wisdom so that he might better lead God’s 

people for God’s glory. 

 

God is so pleased with Solomon’s answer that He not only gives the king great wisdom, but also 

the power, wealth, and fame for which he had not asked. His kingdom became rich and 

prosperous with the surrounding nations paying tribute and honor to Solomon.  His wisdom 

became known far and wide. It was not only expressed in wise proverbs but in his study of 

nature and animals. All the people saw that Solomon “had wisdom from God to administer 

justice.”   

 

LESSON ONE: What would you have asked for in Solomon’s place? Could it be that we do not 

receive the blessings of God and the ability to serve Him more because we are asking for the 

wrong things or with the wrong attitude? Listen to James: 

 

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that  

battle within you?  You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you  

cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do  

not ask God.  When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives,  

that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.  (James 4:1-3) 

 

LESSON TWO: God blessed Solomon with great wisdom, wealth, power, and fame.  Some 

people believe that this prosperity is God’s will for every believer. But while God delights in 

blessing His people, He does not bless us all in the same way. Some He might bless with 

prosperity so they can give to help those in need. Others God might bless with gifts to powerfully 

reach people with the gospel yet they themselves do not receive great material riches from it. To 

others God might bless with a caring heart that reaches out in love to others. Still others might be 

blessed with power in prayer. The list goes on and on! The point is that God blesses a person 

with what they need to do the work God has called them to do. What has God called you to do? 

What blessings and gifts has He given you to accomplish this purpose? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Genesis 9-12; Matthew 3 


