
NUMBERS: HOW TO FAIL IN 3 SIMPLE STEPS 

Wednesday, January 29 

Reading: Numbers 13-14 
 

Numbers 14:8  If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk  
and honey, and will give it to us. 9  Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the  
people of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us.  
Do not be afraid of them.” 

 

If Israel’s journey was “Wilderness 101” than Kadesh Barnea was their final exam. They stood 

on the border of the Promised Land. Twelve spies are sent out to survey the land for 40 days. 

They return with the report that the land does “flow with milk and honey” as the Lord promised. 

But they also found giants and powerful people with large walled cities. They felt like 

“grasshoppers” before these strong enemies (13:33). There are three steps that led to Israel’s 

failure. 

 

1. They Focused on the Problems Instead of Trusting in the Lord. God had already promised to 

give them the land of Canaan. All they had to do was trust in God’s Word. Instead they saw 

the enormity of the enemy and their hearts melted. They forgot that God was on their side 

and were overcome with a fear of failure. 

 

2. They Listened to the Majority Instead of Following the Faithful. Of the Twelve spies only 

two encouraged the people to trust God and move forward – Joshua and Caleb. But instead of 

listening to their good advice the people talked of stoning them (14:6-10). They rejected 

God’s plan and decided to go back to Egypt! 

 

3. They Presumed on God’s Grace Instead of Obeying His Will. God heard their rebellion and 

brought judgment. They had wished to die in the wilderness (14:2) and God would grant their 

request. The entire generation (20+ years old) who had seen God’s wonders in Egypt would 

fall in the wilderness as the Israelites wandered for 40 years. Then their children would enter 

the Promised Land. Hearing this, the people were sorry – not for their sin, but because of the 

punishment. They presume an insincere repentance would change God’s mind (14:40-41). 

Moses warns them not to attack Canaan because God was not with them but they presume 

they can do it without God’s help and they are severely beaten down (14:42-45). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Ten of the spies gave a negative report and turned the people against God. They believed the 

land would “eat them up and spit them out!” If we fear failure it will probably happen. Fear 

is an opposite of faith. It is good to know our limitations, but it is not good to be so overcome 

with self-doubt and cowardice that we fail to trust God. What are some fears in your life? 

What steps should you take to give these fears over to God? (READ 1 Samuel 17:45-47) 

 

2. In the middle of this dark rebellion stand two rays of light – Joshua and Caleb. They believed 

God’s promise to give them the land. They had the proper attitude. While the other people 

were only concerned with themselves, Joshua and Caleb were concerned with pleasing God 

(14:8). They gave the people godly advice – “Do not rebel” – “Do not be afraid.” Out of all 

their generation, only Joshua and Caleb are alive to enter the Promised Land 40 years later 

because they whole-heartedly followed the Lord (14:24). “True faith is man’s weakness 

leaning on God’s strength” (D. L. Moody). Can this be said of you? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Matthew 27 


