
DAVID THE KING: LOOKING SIN IN THE FACE 

Friday, January 29 

Reading: 2 Samuel 12 
 

2 Samuel 12:13  Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied,  

"The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 
 

In the 1886 novel The Silence of Dean Maitland, Cyril Maitland is a clergyman who accidently 

kills the father of a young woman who is pregnant with his child—and, worst of all, he permits 

his innocent friend to be imprisoned in his place. Though successful in his outward life, his 

secret sin haunts him. But he refuses to repent. He says, "I cannot, I will not, I dare not, I must 

not repent." But at length the man who had spent a great part of his life in prison for the other's 

crime wrote him a letter telling him of his forgiveness. It was that letter that broke Maitland’s 

heart and brought him to repentance. "God called to me," he said, "through many years, by many 

judgments; but I repented not until I was forgiven…Blind was I, blind with pride and self-love. 

Nay, I refused even to look my sin in the face. I stifled memory; I never realized what I had done 

until the awful moment of revelation, when I stood eye to eye with the friend I betrayed." 
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In the previous chapter we saw David at his worst – a man wallowing in his sin. In 2 Samuel 12 

we see why God called him “a man after God’s own heart.” When Nathan confronted King 

David he used a story to awaken David’s conscious which had been hardened over the long 

months of covering up his sin. The injustice of the rich man taking and killing the poor man’s 

precious lamb angered David. He judged that one who “had no pity” should be put to death. 

 

Nathan’s “You are the man!” must have stung David to the heart. After all that God had done for 

him, David “despised the word of the Lord by doing what was evil in his eyes” (2 Sam. 12:9). 

Though his sin would be forgiven, the consequences would be severe.  He would lose the child 

born of his infidelity and his house would never see peace again. 

 

David was a man after God’s own heart because when confronted with his sin he repented, 

instead of making excuses like Saul had done. He accepted God’s judgment. The rest of David’s 

life would be filled with family turmoil, betrayal, and violence as a consequence of his sin. But 

we also see the great mercy of God. According to the Law of Moses, both David and Bathsheba 

deserved death. But God mercifully forgave instead of condemning. He also gave David and 

Bathsheba another son. That son was Solomon and he would become the next king of Israel and 

fulfill David’s desire to build a Temple for the Lord.   

 

Though God forgives, there is usually a price tag connected to our actions. Like David, we must 

accept the judgment as well as the mercy of God, realizing that the consequences are far lighter 

than we deserve. Christ took the ultimate judgment for our sin on the cross. To follow God’s 

heart, we must throw ourselves on God’s mercy, look our sin in the face, and claim the 

forgiveness He has promised when we repent and turn our hearts back to Him. 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Leviticus 9-12; Matthew 25 


