
SHEPHERD’S REJECTION 

Monday, January 28 

Reading: John 10:31-42 
 

John 10:37  Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38  But if I do them, even though  
you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me,  
and I in the Father.” 

 

When Jesus said, “I and My Father are one,” the Jewish leaders had no doubts about what He 

was claiming. He was not saying that He was one in purpose or of one mind with God. He was 

saying that He WAS God! They try to stone Him for blasphemy because “you, a mere man, 

claim to be God.” Jesus points to two things to prove His claim to deity. 

 

First, He appeals to Scripture. He quotes Psalm 82:6 where human judges (bad human judges at 

that) are called elohim – Hebrew for god. Jesus’ argument is that if these wicked judges could be 

called “sons of the Most High”, how much more the incarnate Son of God. These judges were 

merely men “to whom the Word of God came” (10:35). Jesus was the living Word of God (John 

1:1-5, 14) sent into the world. 

 

Jesus’ second appeal was to His works. His miracles pointed to the fact that He was God’s Son. 

The religious leaders were so blinded by their own rules and jealousy that they did not recognize 

the work of God in their midst. When Jesus again claims His equality with the Father (“the 

Father is in Me, and I in the Father”) they continue in their efforts to arrest Him but He escapes 

from their grasp. Others, however, saw the evidence, opened their hearts, and believed in Jesus. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Jesus is God.” Some skeptics today claim that Jesus was just a good man and a 

moral teacher. They say that Jesus never claimed to be God. This belief, they claim, was added 

later by the church. In this passage we see the fallacy of this statement. If Jesus is not God then 

our faith is worthless. How would you answer someone who claimed Jesus was just a man? (see 

John 1:1-5; John 8). 
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LESSON TWO: “Known by His Works.” Jesus said that if you did not believe His words, then 

look at His works. What Jesus did was a reflection of the Father and proved who He was. In a 

similar way, we are called to be people known for good works (Titus 2:14; Ephesians 2:8-10; 

Hebrews 10:24-25). When people look at you can they tell by the way your act and how you live 

that you belong to God’s family? Do your “good works” reflect the glory of your Father in 

heaven (Matthew 5:16)? 
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THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Exodus 33-36; Matthew 21 

DAY 12: THE LORD IS MY REDEMEER! (Psalm 19) 

“May our words and thoughtful ponderings be filled with worship, for 

we have a Savior who has bought us back to be His very own people.” 

 


