
NUMBERS: WILDERNESS 101 

Monday, January 27 

Reading: Numbers 6:22-27 
 

Numbers 10:33  So they set out from the mountain of the LORD and traveled for three days. The  

ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them during those three days to find them a place to  

rest. 34  The cloud of the LORD was over them by day when they set out from the camp. 
 

The book of Numbers takes the people of Israel from Mount Sinai to the Promised Land. It gets 

its’ name from the two censuses recorded in the book. It tells the story of two generations. The 

Exodus generation (1-20) had been delivered by God from Egypt, been provided for in the 

wilderness, and received His law on Sinai. Yet they will fail to trust God. Their children are the 

Conquest generation (21-36). They were under 20 years of age at Sinai and will eventually 

conquer the land God promised to give His people. The central event of the book is Israel’s 

rejection of God at Kadesh Barnea (ch. 13-14). 

 

THEME: The disobedience of Israel and their wandering in the wilderness for 40 years. 

 

AUTHOR: Moses. 

 

OUTLINE OF NUMBERS: 

 

(1) The Census & Arrangement of the Camp  Numbers 1-2    

(2) The Levites Duties in the Tabernacle   Numbers 3-9 

(3) The Grumbling of the People     Numbers 10-12 

(4) Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea    Number 13-14 

(5) Rebellion against Moses & Aaron   Numbers 16-17 

(6) Various Rules for the Priests    Numbers 15, 18-19 

(7) God’s Protection Despite Israel’s Complaining  Numbers 20-25 

(8) Second Census & Offerings    Numbers 26-30   

(9) Preparing for Conquest      Numbers 31-36 

 

The wilderness was God’s ‘classroom’ to teach His people how to trust and obey Him. 

Unfortunately a majority of them failed the test. Israel failed to know God’s ways. They saw all 

God did for them but never really knew God in a personal way. They also failed to trust God’s 

power. When the chips were down they grumbled and made plans to return to Egypt. They 

looked at the challenge around them and said, “It can’t be done!”  

 

Life is a series of tests! What will we learn from our ‘wilderness’ experiences? Will we trust in 

God and move forward into the challenges ahead?  
 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Matthew 25 


