
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 16-20 
 
 

MISSING THE POINT 

Friday, January 27 

Reading: Matthew 20 
 

Matthew 20:17  Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took the Twelve aside and said  
to them, 18  “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests 
and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19  and will hand him over to the Gentiles to 
be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!” 20 Then the mother of 
Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 21  …“Grant that 
one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” 

 

There was this guy sitting in a park playing checkers with a monkey. They played on and on, and 

as they did so a crowd gathered round to watch.  There was a buzz in the air and most of the 

conversation centered around the amazing monkey who could play checkers.  Finally, with a 

tone of exasperation the man said, "I don't know why you think he's so great, I have beaten him 7 

out of 10 games." 
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Like that checker’s player, Jesus’ disciples often completely missed the point.  At least three 

times Jesus had told them about His approaching death and resurrection.  And somehow they 

missed the point each time. 

 

The first occurrence was after Peter’s great confession that Jesus was “the Son of the living 

God.”  When Jesus revealed His coming death Peter rebuked Him and said it would never 

happen.  This man who had just received a blessing for his statement of faith is now rebuked – 

“Get behind me, Satan!” (16:15-23). 

 

Sometime later, Jesus again reveals His coming suffering.  For the moment the disciples are 

“filled with grief” (17:22-23) but it soon turns into an argument over who will be the greatest in 

Jesus’ kingdom (18:1-5). 

 

On their final journey to Jerusalem, Jesus again speaks of what will happen just a few short days 

away.  But the words of mocking and crucifixion seem to go right over their heads.  In fact, the 

trip to Jerusalem once again inspires visions of a glorious kingdom in their heads.  James and 

John with their mother even ask to sit in the positions of honor on Jesus’ right and left! 

 

They completely missed the point that the kingdom would begin with the death of the King!  

Jesus had not come to rule “but to serve and to give His life a ransom for many (20:28).  And 

they were to be servants as well! 

 

I wonder how often we miss to point.  Do we ever focus so much on our wants and needs that we 

forget to give?  Do we forget that the sacrifice of Christ that saved us is also a call for us to serve 

as He served?   
 

1 John 3:16  This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  

And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1
  from a sermon by Jeff Marx  (http://jeffmarx.blogspot.com/2013/06/on-missing-point.html) 

 


