
NT: PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE COLOSSIANS 

Thursday, January 27 

Reading: Colossians 1:1-14 
 

Colossians 1:9  For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you.  
We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding 
that the Spirit gives, 

 

The church in Colossae was started by Epaphras, a convert of the Apostle Paul. Though he had 

not personally meet most of these believers Paul loved them and was encouraged by the reports 

of their “faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people” (1:4). In response, 

the apostle breaks out in a prayer for their spiritual well-being. He wants the best for them! His 

prayer focuses on four areas. 

 

KNOWING GOD’S WILL (1:9) - The will of God is not something hidden that God does not 

want us to find. It is not a mystery that we cannot solve or understand. God’s will is revealed in 

His word and through the direction of His Spirit who lives inside each believer. God wants us to 

know and obey His will. This is a lifelong process for Paul prays in verse 10 that they would be 

“increasing in the knowledge of God.” 

 

PLEASING GOD’S HEART (1:10a) - A genuine knowledge of God will be evidenced in a 

changed life. Our focus is no longer on pleasing ourselves, but on pleasing the Lord. In this way, 

we will be worthy of the name “child of God.” A believers’ life will be characterized by a 

consistent, steady walk with the Lord. 

 

DOING GOD’S WORK (1:10b) - To know God’s will and desire to please Him must be carried 

out by actions in daily life. A Christian is not to be a bystander or a pew-sitter. The evidence of a 

true Christian is “being fruitful in every good work.” “Every good work” reminds us that we 

cannot pick and choose. Every area of life should be affected. As we grow in our walk with 

Christ and work for Him we will know God better. We cannot fully know God and His will 

without both study and service. These three requests work in union to develop the believer every 

day into the image of Christ. 

 

FEELING GOD’S POWER (1:11-12) - God has not left us on our own in this pursuit of 

knowing, pleasing, and working for Him. He has provided the strength through the power of the 

Holy Spirit working in our hearts. Since it is God’s power, it can never run out! “Endurance” 

means to keep going when the circumstances of life are difficult.  “Patience” has to do with 

people. It is amazing how some people can patiently endure trying circumstances only to lose 

their tempers with friends and family. Relying on God’s strength helps believers to have a joyful 

attitude through trials and conflicts. 

 

THANKFUL FOR GOD’S BLESSING (1:12-14) - Paul lists several reasons why believers 

should be thankful. First, God has qualified them for their inheritance in heaven (1:12). This is 

God’s gift! You don’t earn an inheritance. Next, He has delivered them from the power of sin 

(1:13). And third, He has conveyed believers into His kingdom (1:14) all because of the 

redemption accomplished by Christ on the cross. 

 

Do you desire more from your Christian life? Meditate on Paul’s prayer and put it into practice 

in your own life. Then pray for other believers that they will grow in their faith, love, and service 

for Christ as well. 
 

READ THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Mark 9-10 


