
LEVITICUS: THE FALL FEASTS 

Sunday, January 26 

Reading: Leviticus 23:22-44 
 

Leviticus 23:42  Live in temporary shelters for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in such 
shelters 43  so your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in temporary shelters when I  
brought them out of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.’ ” 

 

After Pentecost, there was a four month gap before the next feast day. During these months the 

people would be busy in the harvest fields. Verse 22 reminded the people that God’s provision of 

their crops was not to be selfishly hoarded, but was for all. They were to make sure they left 

enough for the poor and needy. 

 

On the first day of the seventh month a trumpet would be blown. This announced the Feast of 

Trumpets and started what was called the “Awesome Days.” This referred to the ten days 

between Trumpets and the Day of Atonement. The rabbis taught that God opened the books on 

this day to prepare for the coming judgment. People were to use these ten days to repent and get 

their hearts right with God. 

 

The Day of Atonement followed on the tenth day of the month. It was the day when God dealt 

with the sins of the nation. (See Friday’s devotions for more details). 

 

The final celebration was the Feast of Tabernacles. While the Day of Atonement was a day of 

fasting, Tabernacles was a week of feasting! Numbers 29 tells us that almost 200 extra animal 

sacrifices were offered during this week. It was a time of thanksgiving for the completed harvest 

and rejoicing in God’s forgiveness (the Day of Atonement five days before). The Israelites were 

to build booths from tree branches to live in for these days to remember how God had provided 

for them in the wilderness. The sacrifices reminded them (and us!) that there can be no happiness 

without holiness.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The prophetic pictures in these feasts point to future events. The gap between feasts pictures 

this ‘Church Age’ where we should be busy laboring in God’s fields. 

 

2. Trumpets were used as a warning call or to call people together for a special event. The Feast 

of Trumpets reminds us that we are waiting on ‘the trumpet of God’ to sound for His coming. 

For Israel, this call will come at the end of the Tribulation when their Messiah Jesus returns to 

regather and save His people (Matthew 24:29-31). For Christians, we are awaiting the trumpet 

call that will gather us together to meet the Lord in the air and be with Him forever                

(1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52). The “Awesome Days” remind us that we 

should be preparing for His coming (Titus 2:11-13). 

 

3. For Christians, the Day of Atonement pictures a past event. Our atonement was completed 

when Jesus died and rose again for our sins. For the nation of Israel, their ultimate atonement 

is still future. While Jews who believe in Christ today are members of His Church, the Bible 

promises that in the end times the entire nation will be redeemed (Zechariah 12:9 – 13:1; 

Romans 11:25-27). 

 

4. The Feast of Tabernacles is the only feast that will be celebrated in Christ’s Millennial 

Kingdom (Zechariah 14:1-20). It will be the greatest time of rejoicing as God delivers His 

people again – once and for all. 
 


