
OT: THE PRAYER OF DAVID 

Wednesday, January 26 

Reading: 2 Samuel 7 
 

2 Samuel 7:20  “What more can David say to You? For You know Your servant, Sovereign LORD. 21  For  
the sake of Your word and according to Your will, You have done this great thing and made it known to Your 
servant. 

 

In the late 1700’s, there was no little interest in missionary work in England. This upset William 

Carey and he devoted his life to inspire people to fulfill the Great Commission. He formed a 

missionary society in 1792 and would himself spend 41 years as a missionary in India. In one of 

his sermons he made the statement “Expect great things from God; attempt great things for 

God!”  
 

“His greatest legacy was in the worldwide missionary movement of the nineteenth century that he inspired. 

Missionaries like Adoniram Judson, Hudson Taylor, and David Livingstone, among thousands of others, were 

impressed not only by Carey's example, but by his words "Expect great things; attempt great things." The history 

of nineteenth-century Protestant missions is in many ways an extended commentary on the phrase.” 
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After years of conflict, David had finally been established as king of Israel. As he looked out 

over his capital city of Jerusalem he was concerned that he lived in a beautiful palace while the 

Ark of God was in a tent. David’s heart yearned to honor God. He called the prophet Nathan and 

revealed his desire to build a magnificent temple for God. But the Lord had other plans. 

 

The prophet Nathan returned to give David God’s word. Instead of the king building a house for 

God, the Lord was going to build a ‘house’ for David. God made several promises in this 

covenant: [1] God would make David’s name great and establish His people in peace under his 

reign (7:8-11), [2] God would give David a son who would build the Temple (7:12-15), [3] God 

would establish David’s kingdom forever (7:16). 
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 David had wanted to do great things for God 

and in return God blessed him more than he could have imagined. 

 

In response, David offers a prayer of thanksgiving. Notice that he is humble in the face of God’s 

blessing (7:18-19). He realizes that God’s blessing is not because of anything he has done but to 

honor God’s word and fulfill God’s plan (7:20-21). The king praises God for His greatness 

(7:22). He also realizes that God’s blessing lavished on him will bring blessing to others as well 

(7:23-24). David was not concerned that his name becomes great. His desire is that God’s name 

will be great and the nations will come to know the true God (7:25-29). 

 

Does your heart desire to do great things for God so that His name will be glorified and His word 

will reach out to others? How do you respond when God blesses you? 
 

 
 

1
  https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/missionaries/william-carey.html 

2
  God fulfilled His promises to David. The nation of Israel prospered under his reign. His son Solomon would 

build the temple for God. But the eternal kingdom and throne God promised came through a distant descendent of 

King David – the Lord Jesus Christ. Remember the angel’s words to Mary: “You will conceive and give birth to a 

son, and you are to call Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 

will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; His kingdom 

will never end” (Luke 1:31-33). 

 

 

READ THROUGH THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Mark 7-8 


