
LEVITICUS: THE SPRING FEASTS 

Saturday, January 25 

Reading: Leviticus 23:1-21 
 

Leviticus 23:1  The LORD said to Moses, 2  “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my 

appointed festivals, the appointed festivals of the LORD, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies.. 
 

God appointed special feast days to help His people celebrate His goodness and look back on 

what He had done for them. They also helped the people look forward to what God would do in 

the future. The foundation for all these celebrations was the weekly Sabbath. This day was set 

aside to rest and worship the Creator. There would be a Sabbath connected with each of these 

special days of celebration. 

 

In the spring, Israel celebrated three major feast times. First was Passover followed immediately 

by the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Passover celebrated God’s deliverance of His people from 

slavery in Egypt. During the next 7 days, the Feast of Unleavened Bread reminded them of the 

necessity for purity as they swept their homes clean from all yeast. 

 

The second celebration was called Firstfruits. It occurred during Unleavened Bread on the day 

after the weekly Sabbath. The priest would wave a barley sheaf before the Lord in thanksgiving 

for the present harvest as well as the harvest coming later that summer. 

 

The Feast of Weeks occurred 7 weeks after Firstfruits. The priest would wave two loaves of 

bread before the Lord and offer a great number of animal sacrifices to celebrate the wheat 

harvest. In later centuries, the Jewish rabbis considered the Feast of Weeks as the day God gave 

the Law to Moses and thus celebrated it as ‘the birthday of Judaism.’  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. God knew that we need times to remember and celebrate what He has done. That is why He 

gave Israel these feasts. It was a way to focus their attention on Him and renew their 

dedication to Him. What celebrations do you observe to help you focus on God and what 

He has done? 

 

2. Many have seen prophetic significance in these feasts. They serve as a kind of timetable for 

what Christ would do when He came.  

 Passover: Jesus was crucified on this day. The Apostle Paul called Christ “our Passover 

lamb” (1 Corinthians 5:7). 

 Firstfruits: Jesus rose from the dead the day after the Sabbath = Firstfruits. His 

resurrection is the first and the guarantee that someday all believers will rise to live with 

Him forever (1 Corinthians 15:20-23). 

 Unleavened Bread: The cleansing of the home reminds believers that we need to 

cleanse our hearts before God (1 Corinthians 5:6-8). The sacrifices offered remind us 

that it is the blood of Christ that saves us – not reform, but repentance; not good works, 

but God’s work. 

 Weeks: More commonly known as Pentecost. On this day 7 weeks after Jesus’ 

resurrection the Holy Spirit was given and the Church was born. The two loaves remind 

us that Christ’s Church is made up of both Jews and Gentiles. That these loaves were 

baked with yeast reminds us that there is still sin in the Church but we sin less as we 

worship and serve the Lord together. 
 

 

READ THE NT: Matthew 24 


