
THE SHEPHERD’S CARE 

Friday, January 25 

Reading: John 10:1-13 
 

John 10:10  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life,  

and have it to the full. 11  “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
 

The conversation between Jesus and the Pharisees continues in chapter 10. The shepherd was a 

common image in the Old Testament. God is called the Shepherd of Israel and the people are His 

sheep. The leaders are the undershepherds who are responsible to care for God’s people. By 

comparing Himself to a shepherd Jesus was again claiming His identity as God. 

 

Instead of being shepherds, the Pharisees were like thieves and robbers who snuck over the wall 

of the sheepfold. Thieves do not have the best interest of the sheep in mind.  They are only 

thinking of themselves. Jesus’ words are reminiscent of God’s judgment recorded in the Old 

Testament prophets (see Isaiah 56:11; Jeremiah 10:21; 23:1-4; Ezekiel 34:2-16). 

 

In contrast, Jesus was the true Shepherd. The relationship between a shepherd and his sheep was 

very close. The shepherd knew each of his sheep by name and could identify them. The sheep in 

turn knew their shepherd. They recognized only his voice and would only follow him. The 

Pharisees had proven that they did not belong to God’s flock because they did not accept Jesus.  

They refused to hear His voice and follow Him! They were like the hired hand who flees before 

the wolf to save his own life, leaving the sheep to be slaughtered. While the religious leader’s 

purpose was to use the people for their own ends. Jesus purpose is to give them abundant life.  

He would give them salvation, keep them safe, and provide for their needs. 

 

LESSON ONE: “The Only Door.” At night, the shepherd would often lay down at the only 

entrance to the sheepfold. He literally became the door or gate. Anyone trying to get into the 

sheepfold would have to go through the shepherd. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me (John 14:6). There are not many doors to 

eternal life. There is only One – the Lord Jesus Christ. Have you accepted Christ as your Savior 

and only way to eternal life? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Abundant Life.” The full, abundant life that Jesus came to give is not just for 

the future when we get to heaven. He wants to give us an abundant fruitful life now! Jesus wants 

our lives to be full of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). We experience this abundant life 

when we follow Christ and are led by the Spirit. How do we hear Jesus’ voice today? What does 

it mean to follow Him? 
 

  

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE READING: Exodus 29-32; Matthew 20 

DAY 9: THE LORD IS MY HIDING PLACE! (Psalm 32) 

“God is our safe place, the One who knows everything about us from 

our darkest sins to our deepest needs.” 

 


