
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 16-20 
 
 

PETER’S FISH STORY 

Tuesday, January 24 

Reading: Matthew 17 
 

Matthew 17: 25  …When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. “What do you  
think, Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from their  
own children or from others?” 26  “From others,” Peter answered. “Then the children are exempt,”  
Jesus said to him. 27  “But so that we may not cause offense, go to the lake and throw out your line.  
Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it 
to them for my tax and yours.” 

 

Every fisherman has a “big fish story.”  Joe Richardson’s is rather unique.  While fishing on 

Lake Sam Rayburn in Texas he lost his blue-stoned class ring.  It was found by an anonymous 

fisherman inside an 8-pound bass 21 years later.  Since the ring was engraved with his name it 

was returned. 
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The end of Matthew 17 records Peter’s “big fish story.”  Upon arriving at his home town of 

Capernaum, Peter is asked if Jesus paid the temple tax.  This tax was based on Exodus 30 and 

was required of all Jewish males to support the upkeep and ministry of the Temple in Jerusalem.   
 

After affirming that Jesus paid the tax, Jesus uses this as a chance to teach His disciples about 

Himself.  A king does not make his own children pay taxes.  Jesus referred to the Temple as “My 

Father’s house” (Jn 2:16) and had proclaimed that He was greater than the Temple (Matt. 12:6).  

Therefore He was exempt. 
 

But Jesus does not end the discussion there.  Even though He was not required to, Jesus 

submitted to paying the tax “that we may not cause offense.”  The word offense (skandalon in 

Greek) does not mean to insult or injure someone’s pride.  It means “to put a stumbling-block in 

someone’s way.” 
 

To prove His authority as God the Son He provides the tax for Himself and Peter in a miraculous 

way.  Some have claimed this miracle seems more like folklore.  However folklore usually goes 

into extravagant detail; Matthew does not! Perhaps that is why the apostle describes it is such 

simple terms and lets us assume Peter obeyed and Jesus’ words came true. Consider what had to 

occur for the tax to be paid.  (1) Someone had to drop the proper coin into the sea. (2) A fish 

would have to partially swallow it (not too surprising since fish are attracted to shiny lures).  

(3) Peter chose the spot to toss in his hook. (4) That exact fish was near the spot Peter chose.  

(5) The fish was the first one to bite on Peter’s hook. This is an astounding display of Jesus’ 

foreknowledge and sovereignty. This “fish story” would be one that Peter would never forget 

and would point him to Jesus as the Son of God. 
 

What’s the point of this story?  The major lesson for us today has to do with submission. We 

often want to claim all our rights, but Jesus was not willing to allow this minor issue to be a 

stumbling-block to someone hearing His message.  The Son of God whom creation (and fish) 

obeyed, submitted Himself to the temple tax.  Like Jesus, we should be more concerned over the 

souls of others than demanding our own rights. For the sake of our witness we must sometimes 

relinquish our freedom in Christ in order not to unnecessarily be a stumbling-block (see Gal. 

5:13-14; 1 Pet. 2:13-17).  
 

 

 

 

 

 
1
  http://www.guy-sports.com/humor/stories/story_fishy.htm#Ten_Interesting_Trivial_Fishy_Facts 


