
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 16-20 
 
 

NEVER OUT OF BUSINESS 

Monday, January 23 

Matthew 16 
 

 

Matthew 16:17  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 

flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 

build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

 

Anyone remember the stores Borders and Waldenbooks?  You could find them in malls and 

shopping centers all over the country.  In January 2010, Waldenbooks closed almost two thirds 

of their stores.  Borders, in January 2010, had 511 stores but by October of 2011 the last store 

had closed, the website shut down, and their trademark and customer lists were acquired by 

Barnes & Noble.  I was sad to see Borders and Waldenbooks go.  I still had money left on my 

gift card! 

 

The turning point in Matthew’s gospel comes in chapter 16.  It is here that Jesus fully reveals His 

deity and mission to the Twelve.  It is in this passage that we first hear of the word church as 

well. What were Jesus’ plans for His Church? 

 

Who is the rock?  Catholics would say the rock is Peter and that these verses give Peter (and the 

Pope) authority over the Church.  However, Jesus is using a play on words here.  The name Peter 

(Pétros) means stone.  The word Jesus uses for the rock on which He will build His church 

(pétra) means a boulder or mountain.  Years later, Peter would identify this rock foundation as 

Christ himself (see 1 Peter 2:4-7). Jesus is the Rock on which His Church will be built. 

 

Whose Church is it?  We often speak of it as “our church,” but really it belongs to Jesus. He said 

He would build His Church and all the forces of evil could not destroy it. The Church will never 

“go out of business.” While some local assemblies may close and disperse, the Church itself will 

never disappear. 

 

What is the Church?  We tend to think of the church as a building or organization. But that is not 

the word Jesus uses (or the rest of the NT either). This word (ekklēsía) means a group of called 

out people.  The Church Jesus would build was not made of brick and mortar, but of those who 

hear the call of salvation and receive Him as their Savior.  We miss the point when we limit our 

understanding of the church to a particular place or building.  All those who have accepted 

Christ, in all countries, at all times, are part of His Church.  He will continue to build it until He 

returns.  Understanding this, would it not be better to fight “the gates of Hades” instead of 

fighting with each other? 

 


