
LEVITICUS: DISEASE OF SIN 

Thursday, January 23 

Reading: Leviticus 13-14 
 

Leviticus 13:45  “Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn clothes, let their hair be unkempt, 
cover the lower part of their face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46  As long as they have the disease  
they remain unclean. They must live alone; they must live outside the camp. 

 

Leviticus 13-14 deals with skin diseases that might make a person unclean. Traditionally we 

have called this leprosy, but the Hebrew word includes any type of skin ailment, including what 

we know as leprosy today. There was no cure for these diseases. Only a healing from God could 

save the diseased person. Leprosy is an appropriate picture for sin. 

 

1. Sin is More Than Skin Deep (13:3). If the diseased spot was only a surface thing it could be 

treated. But if the spot was beneath the skin the person was declared unclean. Likewise sin 

comes from within; from our fallen human nature. It cannot be cured with surface (outward) 

measures. We must get beneath the skin to the heart of the matter. There can be no ‘cure’ for 

sin but the grace of God (Matthew 15:19-20). 

 

2. Sin Spreads (13:8). True leprosy (Hansen’s disease) affects skin and nerve endings. As it 

spreads, it produces nodules and ulcers. The tissues then contract and the limbs become 

deformed. What began as one sore gradually spreads to turn the whole body into a mass of 

corruption and ugliness. Sin has the same effect on our lives. Left unrepented, it spreads to 

corrupt our entire life (James 1:15). 

 

3. Sin Defiles (13:44-46). Anyone with this kind of disease was declared unclean and had to 

live away from society. They had to change their appearance and warn anyone who came 

near by shouting out “Unclean! Unclean!” It was a terrible, lonely existence. It made the 

person unfit for social life and participation in worship at God’s House. Sin makes us unfit 

for God’s service, but we can be cleansed by God’s grace (1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

 

While chapter 13 deals with the bad side of this disease, Leviticus 14 gives the good news that 

leprosy could be cleansed. Most often the Bible speaks of these skin diseases being cleansed not 

cured (there are exceptions). Cleansing meant to make clean or pure. It was not a doctor’s skill or 

medicine that cleansed a person. It was the mercy of God. That is why sacrifices were made to 

atone for them and pronounce them clean. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Can you think of other ways in which sin is like a disease? How does it affect our daily lives? 

Our relationship with God? Our relationship with others? 

 

2. We have the good news that we can be cleansed from our sin. We cannot atone for it 

ourselves. Only the mercy of God shown at the cross can cleanse us from all unrighteousness 

(1 John 1:5 – 2:2). 

 

3. Jesus cured many lepers during His earthly ministry and He always commanded them to 

follow the procedures given in this chapters. By doing this He was giving testimony to the 

priests of who He was. He was the Great Physician who could heal what they could not. 

Sadly, they ignored this witness.  
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Matthew 22 


