
JUST AS I AM 

Sunday, January 23 
 

 

[1] Just as I am, without one plea,    [3] Just as I am, though tossed about 
But that Thy blood was shed for me,   With many a conflict, many a doubt 
And that Thou bid’st me come to Thee,   Fightings witin, and fears without 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!    O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 

 
[2] Just as I am, and waiting not    [4] Just as I am, Thou wilt receive 
To rid my soul of one dark blot    Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve 
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot   Because Thy promise I believe 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come!    O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 
 
 

Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) 
1
 was born into a Christian family in London, England. But she did not think 

much about faith in her early years. She was a talented portrait artist and was known for writing humorous 

verse. But at the age of 32, she suffered from a serious illness that would leave her disabled for the rest of her 

life. While lying in her bed, she was visited by a family friend and minister, Cesar Malan who asked her if she 

had peace with God. Feeling depressed and useless she resented the question, but after Malan left she could not 

get it out of her mind. Sometime later, Charlotte apologized to Malan and said she wanted to clean up her life 

before giving it to Christ. The minister responded by saying, “Come just as you are.” She immediately gave her 

life to Christ. 

 

Though she wrote six volumes of hymns and poems, Charlotte Elliott is best known for this one hymn. When 

she was 45 years old she lived in Brighton with her brother who was a minister. The family had been planning a 

charity event at the church and everyone was involved except Charlotte because of her disability. Left alone and 

depressed she remembered those simple words of Cesar Malan so many years before, “Come just as you are.” 

So got out her pen and paper and began to write about her faith in Christ and her commitment to Him. The 

result was the hymn “Just As I Am.” The words were published later that year in 1834. In 1849, William B. 

Bradbury would set her words to music. Over a century later, Billy Graham would use this hymn in his 

crusades. He said it presented “the strongest possible Biblical basis for the call of Christ.” Christian writer 

Lorella Rouster wrote, “The hymn is an amazing legacy for an invalid woman who suffered from depression 

and felt useless to God’s service.” 
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 Her song ‘Just As I Am” has touched more hearts and influenced more lives 

for Christ than Charlotte Elliott could have ever imagined. 

 

It is a comfort to know that we don’t need to clean up our own lives before coming to Christ. We can come to 

Him just as we are. It is the Lord who will give us the strength to live for Him and do what is right. When we 

face “conflict, doubt, fightings, and fears” we can believe His promises to “welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve.” 

Will you say with Charlotte Elliott, “O Lamb of God, I come! I come!” 

 
          And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me  

          shall never thirst…All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means  

          cast out.” (John 5:35, 37) 

 

        “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, 

        for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28-29) 

 
(The Billy Graham Crusade Choir sings “Just As I Am” on YouTube) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuNFAB4mTn8 
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  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-just-as-i-am-comes-from-writers-struggle-with-confining-il 

     
https://www.praisehymnfashions.com/blog/hymn-history-just-as-i-am 
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  https://www.praisehymnfashions.com/blog/hymn-history-just-as-i-am;  

    You can also find her verses that do not appear in our hymnbooks today at this site. 


