
LEVITICUS: PRIEST’S CONSECRATION 

Wednesday, January 22 

Reading: Leviticus 8-9 
 

Leviticus 8:23  Moses slaughtered the ram and took some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron’s  
right ear, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.24  Moses also brought  
Aaron’s sons forward and put some of the blood on the lobes of their right ears, on the thumbs of their  
right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. Then he splashed blood against the sides of the altar. 

 

Consecration means to set apart or make holy. Before they began their ministry in the 

Tabernacle, Moses had a special ordination ceremony for Aaron and his sons that was full of 

meaning for them and for us today. Moses began by washing them with water (8:6). Then he 

clothed them in special garments (8:7-9; 13). The only way the High Priest could approach God 

was to wear the correct clothes, the ones that God gave him. Pouring the sacred oil on Aaron’s 

head (8:12) was a sign that Aaron had been set apart for God’s service. Then the priests were 

cleansed by offering sacrifices (8:14-21). 

 

In a final picture of dedication, Moses put some of the blood from the sacrifice on the right ear, 

thumb, and big toe of Aaron and his sons. This pictured their duty to hear God’s voice (ear), do 

God’s work (thumb), and walk in God’s ways (toe).  

 

Finally Moses sprinkled Aaron and his sons with the anointing oil and the blood from the 

sacrifices. They were completely consecrated to God. Neither they nor the special robes they 

wore could be used for common purposes. They wholly belonged to God. 

 

Now the priests were ready to fulfill the ministry to which God had called them. They offer 

sacrifices for the people (9:21) and God shows His pleasure by His glory appearing and burning 

up the sacrifice that was on the altar. This brought great joy and worship as the Israelites realized 

that God had made a way for them to live holy lives in His presence. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Washing the priests with water was a one-time symbolic act. After this, the priests only had 

to wash their hands and feet in the bronze laver as they ministered in the Tabernacle (Exodus 

30:17-21). This initial washing consecrated them to the Lord and His work. The New 

Testament tells us we have been washed in the blood of Christ (1 Corinthians 6:11). We have 

been completely cleansed and do not need to be saved (washed) again (John 13:10). We only 

need to “wash our feet” – to deal with the daily cleansing that comes from obedience to 

God’s Word (Ephesians 5:25-27). 

 

2. The special garments the priests wore remind us that our own “clothes” (good works) are 

worthless if we want to serve the Lord (Isaiah 64:6). We need to be clothed with Christ’s 

righteousness (Isaiah 61:10; Romans 13:14). 

 

3. Just as the blood on the priests ear, thumb, and toe signified their commission to hear God’s 

voice, do God’s work, and walk in God’s ways, so believers today are called “a royal 

priesthood…that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 

wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). Are you living as a set apart, holy child of God? Are you 

fulfilling the call this requires? 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Matthew 21 


