
DAVID THE KING: WRONG WAY WORSHIP 

Friday, January 22 

Reading: 2 Samuel 6 
 

2 Samuel 6:14  Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing before the LORD with all his might, 15  while  

he and all Israel were bringing up the ark of the LORD with shouts and the sound of trumpets. 
 

With his new capital established, David now wanted to make God the center of the nation’s life. 

David gathers an enormous group of worshippers and prepares to bring the Ark of the Covenant 

to Jerusalem. He puts it on a new ox cart and begins the procession to its new home. However, 

when the oxen pulling the cart slips the Ark begins to fall. Uzzah reaches out to steady the Ark 

and God strikes him dead for touching it (an action clearly forbidden by the Law of Moses). 
Even though Uzzah had good intentions, God had said that no one was to touch the Ark because 

it was a symbol of His presence and holiness! 1 Chronicles 15 fills in the details of the story. 

 

David is angry at God’s judgment and afraid to move the Ark any further lest God strike more 

people dead. Sometime during the next three months David learns that this tragedy was his fault. 

He had done the right thing in the wrong way! (1 Chron. 13-15) 
 

1 Chronicles 15:13  It was because you, the Levites, did not bring [the Ark] up the first time that the LORD 

our God broke out in anger against us. We did not inquire of him about how to do it in the prescribed 

way."…15  And the Levites carried the ark of God with the poles on their shoulders, as Moses had commanded 

in accordance with the word of the LORD. 
 

Worship involves obedience. Putting God at the center of the nation was the right thing to do. 

David’s failure was in not searching for the correct method of carrying God’s Holy Ark. After 

they captured the Ark the heathen Philistines had sent it back on a cart (see 1 Samuel 6). The 

Law stated that it was only to be carried on poles on the shoulders of the Levities (Exodus 25:10-

21). David had adopted the ways of the world to do God’s work. Do we ever adopt practices and 

policies from the world that do not honor God? Do we try to serve God using our own ideas and 

methods instead of searching for God’s heart in His Word? Who gets hurt when we do the right 

thing in the wrong way? 

 

Sometimes we have good intentions of serving the Lord, but we are doing it our way and in our 

power. It is hard for God to bless service that leaves Him out of the planning. Instead of asking 

God to bless our plans, we should be praying for God to reveal His will to us and follow His 

leading. How do you approach your service to the Lord? Do you follow His leading or merely 

ask Him to bless what you have already done? 

 

Finally the Ark is brought to Jerusalem the right way with much joy and celebration with David 

himself leading the procession dancing and rejoicing before the Lord.  When his wife Michal, 

daughter of Saul, sees this display she “despised him in her heart.” She ridicules him for being so 

“vulgar” in front of all Israel. David, however, did not care what others thought. He was 

worshipping the Lord in humility and declared that he would be even more “humiliated in my 

own eyes” in order to praise and worship God. 

 

Worship involves humility.  David did not care what others thought about him. He removed his 

royal robes and worshipped God in a way that God would receive the glory and not David. Do 

we come before God humbly, not caring what others think? 
 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Exodus 29-32; Matthew 20 


