
LEVITICUS: THE SACRIFICES 

Tuesday, January 21 

Reading: Leviticus 4 
 

Leviticus 4:29  They are to lay their hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter it at the place of 

 the burnt offering. 30  Then the priest is to take some of the blood with his finger and put it on the horns  

of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 31 …the priest  

shall burn it on the altar as an aroma pleasing to the LORD. In this way the priest will make atonement  

for them, and they will be forgiven. 
 

Animal sacrifices were common in the ancient world. They were usually offered in an attempt to 

appease the angry gods. But Israel’s sacrifices were different. They were given “before the Lord” 

and “to the Lord.” Leviticus 1:1 – 6:7 gives directions for the people while 6:8 – 7:21 gives 

instruction for the priests. There were 5 major types of sacrifices in Israel’s worship. 

 

1. Burnt Offerings (ch. 1) were a voluntary offering to “make atonement” for sin one’s life.  

2. Grain Offerings (ch. 2) were voluntarily offered as a dedication of one’s work (crops) to the 

Lord. 

3. Fellowship Offerings (ch. 3) were made voluntarily to show a right relationship with God 

and thank Him for His blessing. This is the only sacrifice in which the worshipper was 

allowed to eat part of the animal in the Tabernacle. Eating together was a sign of friendship. 

4. Sin Offerings (ch. 4) were not voluntary. They were required for sins caused by ignorance, 

weakness, neglect, or thoughtlessness. There was no sacrifice for capital crimes. 

5. Guilt Offerings (ch. 5-6a) were made to cleanse from special sins that had damaging effects 

on others for which the guilty party could compensate. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. In each of the animal sacrifices, the worshipper placed his hand on the head of the sacrifice. 

This was their way of identifying with the animal’s fate. It was saying that they knew their 

sin deserved death but this animal was taking their place. Their sacrifice had to be a perfect 

animal. This is wonderful picture of what Christ has done for us. He was the perfect Lamb of 

God who died in our place. 

 

2. It appears that the worshipper had to kill the animal after which the priest would offer its 

blood for their forgiveness. This would remind the people that there is a terrible price for sin. 

When we take sin casually as if it is no big deal we are forgetting the terrible price our sin 

cost the Lord Jesus.   

 

3. Leviticus 9:22 gives us the order in which these sacrifices were given – “the sin offering, the 

burnt offering, and the fellowship offering.” This order reminds us that dealing with sin is 

always required to have fellowship with God.  
 

1 John 1:6  If we claim to have fellowship with [God] and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live 

out the truth. 7  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin. 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Matthew 20 


