
DAVID THE KING: KING AT LAST 

Thursday, January 21 

Reading: 2 Samuel 4-5 
 

2 Samuel 5:2  In the past, while Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel on their military 

campaigns. And the LORD said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their ruler.’ ” 

3  When all the elders of Israel had come to King David at Hebron, the king made a covenant with them at 

Hebron before the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel. 
 

After years of civil war, the death of Abner brings down Ish-Bosheth’s reign. Without his strong 

right arm to back him, the weak king is murdered in his own bed by two of his military 

commanders. These men take Ish-Bosheth’s head to David expecting to receive a reward for 

their evil deed. David will have none of it! Just as the man who had lied about killing Saul, so 

these men are executed for their crime. David wanted all of Israel to know that he had no part in 

the murder of his rival. 

 

The conspirators had said, “This day the Lord has avenged my lord the king against Saul and his 

offspring.” Ish-Bosheth’s murderers thought they could achieve God’s purpose through an evil 

action. Do we ever blame our sinful actions on God?  Do we try to excuse our sin because we 

were doing it “for a good cause?” What is God’s response to such an attitude? Is there such a 

thing as justifiable sin? 

 

Finally, all of Israel’s leaders come to David. They recount how David had been their leader 

even during the days of Saul and repeat the promise that God had made to David to “shepherd 

my people Israel.” At 38 years old, David is finally anointed as king over all twelve tribes of 

Israel. 

 

“And the Lord said to you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel…” Apparently Samuel’s 

anointing of David and God’s promises to him had become common knowledge. Saul may have 

been king over Israel, but he had never been their shepherd. A shepherd cares for and wants the 

best for his sheep. So David the King would seek the welfare of his people and their growth in 

the things of the Lord. Do you have “shepherds” in your life? Do you have spiritual people in 

your life who can help you live for the Lord? 

 

David’s first act as king is to establish a new capital. Jerusalem was centrally located and in 

neutral territory, not belonging to any of the tribes so David could not be accused of playing 

favorites. It was also a city that was easy to defend and fortify. The pagan Jebusites who lived in 

Jerusalem taunt David and claim he couldn’t get in even if only the blind and lame were left to 

defend the city. David promises that whoever gets to the Jebusites first would become general of 

his army. Joab breaches the city and leads David’s troops to victory and thus becomes David 

general once again (see 1 Chronicles 11:4-6). David then fortified what would be called “the city 

of David.” Under God’s leading, he also strengthens the nation by ending the Philistine threat 

that had plagued Israel for generations, 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Exodus 25-28; Matthew 19 


