
DEVOTIONS FOR MATTHEW 11-15 
 

DESPERATE FAITH 

Friday, January 20 

Reading: Matthew 15 
 

Matthew 15:22  A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, 
have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 23  Jesus did not answer  
a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after  
us.” 24  He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 25  The woman came and knelt  
before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 26  He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and  
toss it to the dogs.” 27  “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
master’s table.” 28  Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.”  
And her daughter was healed at that moment. 

 

Some people are motivated by a desperate situation.  A famous paratrooper was speaking to a 

group of young recruits.  When he had finished his prepared talk and called for questions, one 

young fellow raised his hand and said, "What made you decide to make your first jump?"  The 

paratrooper's answer was quick and to the point.  "An airplane at 20,000 with three dead 

engines."  
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Following the continued attacks of the religious leaders, Jesus took His disciples north into the 

Gentile region of Tyre and Sidon.  He knew the self-righteous Pharisees would not follow Him 

there for fear of becoming unclean by contact with the Gentiles who lived there.  Jesus probably 

also wanted some alone time with the Twelve for the cross loomed ever closer on the horizon.  

This Canaanite woman was in a desperate situation, but plea for her demon possessed daughter 

was an interruption. In fact, the disciples seem to be annoyed with her and asked the Lord to get 

rid of her!   

 

Jesus’ response at first seems harsh.  But Jesus was not using the word “dog” the way the 

religious leaders did.  They used the derogatory word for “dog” when talking about Gentiles; a 

word that referred to the dirty pack of wild dogs that roamed the back alleys.  However, Jesus 

uses a word that referred to a cherished household pet, one that was like a member of the family.  

This was a reminder for this Gentile woman that Jesus’ first mission was to “the house of Israel.”  

While Jesus would receive and help a few Gentiles during His ministry, it would be for His 

followers to “go into all the world and preach the gospel.”  It was also a reminder that He had not 

come to this region to minister to Gentiles but to teach His disciples (“the children”).    
 

The woman’s faith is shown in her humble response to Jesus’ statement.  She was not offended 

by Jesus’ words but extended the illustration.  While the little dogs under the table are not served 

the main course, they do get to eat the scraps that fall off the table.  By this statement, she 

admitted that she, as a Gentile, had no right to expect Jesus to help her.  But perhaps He would 

give her “a crumb” out of His grace.  Jesus had been testing her faith and she came through with 

flying colors.  Do you have a faith that is willing to jump into the hands of God? 
 

Besides testing the woman’s faith, Jesus’ may have also been testing the prejudice of the Twelve. 

Like most Jews, they were raised to avoid Gentiles as unclean.  By showing them that Gentiles 

can have strong faith as well He was breaking this prejudice that had to be shattered for the 

gospel to go out to the world.  Are there prejudices or ideas in your life that need to broken so 

you can reach out to a desperate world in need? 
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