
DAVID THE KING: POLITICS, INTRIGUE & MURDER 

Wednesday, January 20 

Reading: 2 Samuel 3 
 

2 Samuel 3:27  Now when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside into an inner chamber, as if  

to speak with him privately. And there, to avenge the blood of his brother Asahel, Joab stabbed him in  

the stomach, and he died.  
 

General Abner continues to strengthen his position. He gets so bold that he has an affair with one 

of King Saul’s concubines. In ancient times, when a king died everything he had including his 

harem became the ‘property’ of the new king. Though probably not Abner’s intention, sleeping 

with Saul’s concubine could be seen as an attempt to usurp the throne. Ish-Bosheth’s accusation 

led Abner to desert him for David. He convinces the leaders of Israel to side with David and then 

goes to Hebron and makes a deal with David. 

 

David’s demand for the return of his wife Michal was probably politically motivated. After she 

helped David escape her father’s assassination attempt (1 Samuel 19), Saul married her off to 

another man (1 Samuel 25:44). Now David demands she be returned to him. This demand would 

prove the loyalty and determination of Abner to David. As the daughter of King Saul it was also 

a political move to unite the houses of Saul and David. And it may also have been ego on 

David’s part. Whatever his reasons the return of Michal did not end well. Abner forces Ish-

Bosheth to comply with David’s demand. 

 

David holds a feast in Abner’s honor and they make a pact that will bring all Israel under 

David’s control. When Joab hears that Abner has been sent away in peace, he chides David 

claiming that Abner only came to spy out their defenses. He then sends a message without 

David’s knowledge that brings Abner back to Hebron. Under the guise of a private meeting, Joab 

takes Abner aside and kills him in revenge for the death of his brother Asahel. All the plans for 

uniting the kingdom are now in jeopardy. David makes it clear to everyone that Joab alone is 

responsible for this crime and the king himself leads the funeral procession for Abner. 

  

Joab reminds us of the danger of resentment and anger. Abner had killed in self-defense in the 

heat of battle, but Joab committed premeditated murder. His actions were in direct violation of 

David’s wishes and could have turned all Israel against him. Grudges and resentment always 

lead to more sin. Jesus warns us that holding anger in our hearts is equal to murder (Matthew 

5:21-22). The Apostle Paul writes that anger gives Satan a foothold in our lives (Ephesians 4:26-

27) and grieves the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30-31). We must replace these wrong attitudes with 

compassion and forgiveness (Ephesians 4:32).  

 

These chapters are full of treachery, insensitivity, and power-hungry actions. Abner is all about 

getting power for himself. Joab is all about revenge for the death of his brother. Even David’s act 

of demanding Saul’s daughter and his former wife Michal smacks of political plotting and 

insensitivity to her present husband. (Besides David already had 6 wives!). But God is still in 

control and works out His purposes despite the sins of those involved. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Exodus 21-24; Matthew 18 


