
DAVID THE SHEPHERD: GIANT FAITH 

Friday, January 1 

Reading: 1 Samuel 17 
 

1 Samuel 17:45  David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin,  

but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 

have defied. 46  This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your  

head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the 

earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47  All those gathered here will know  

that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of 

you into our hands." 
 

Imagine a house on fire. A little boy is trapped on the second floor. Leaning out the window he 

cries for someone to save him. His father yells back, “Jump, son!  I’ll catch you!” “But I can’t 

see you,” replies the boy. “That’s OK,” the father replies. “I can see you. I’ll catch you.” The boy 

jumps and is soon safe in his father’s arms. He had faith in his father, but he still had to jump. 

 

The story of David and Goliath is one of the all-time favorite stories of the Bible. Sometimes we 

ask what David used to kill the giant? It wasn’t the sling or stone or sword - David’s real weapon 

was his faith. The giant’s threats that had petrified the army of Israel did not faze David. He saw 

the giant for who he really was: the enemy of God. He would not stand by and listen to God’s 

name being blasphemed. He took action - he jumped! 

 

David’s battle cry teaches us several things about living with a giant faith. First, David did not 

stand up to Goliath in his own strength. He confronted the giant in “the name of the Lord 

Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied” (17:45).   

 

Second, David did not let the giant’s threats deter him from doing what he knew was God’s will. 

Goliath may have had all the weapons and armor. He may have boasted large threats against 

David and against God, but David turned the giant’s boasts back on his head (17:44, 46). David 

remembered how God had helped him in the past and He could do it again (17:34-37). 

 

Third, David did not go out to face Goliath for his own glory. He saw the bigger picture. This 

victory would belong to the Lord and would be a testimony to the nations that the God of Israel 

was the true and living God (17:46-47). 

 

As we face the challenges that arise in our lives, we should take David’s battle cry to heart. We 

should stand up for God in our godless culture. But we must do so in the strength provided by the 

Holy Spirit who lives within us. We must not let the threats and degradation heaped on us by the 

world keep us from sharing our faith and standing for God’s truth. And we must always be 

seeking to bring glory to the only One who is worthy of all glory and honor and praise - the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Only then will our testimony convince a dying world of the truth of the gospel. Are 

you building a giant faith? 
 

 

 

 
 
 

READ THE BIBLE: Genesis 17-20; Matthew 5 


