
EXODUS: THE HEART OF MOSES 

Sunday, January 19 

Reading: Exodus 32-34 
 

Exodus 32:31  So Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have 
committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. 32  But now, please forgive their sin—but if not, then 
blot me out of the book you have written.” 

 

In Exodus 24-31, Moses ascends Mount Sinai and stays there with the Lord for 40 days and 40 

nights. During this time, he receives the written Law on tablets of stone, directions for building 

the Tabernacle, and instructions for worship. 

 

Meanwhile, at the foot of the mountain, the people again lose faith. Despite hearing the first and 

second commandments from God Himself (“no other gods before Me” and “no graven images”), 

the people request that Aaron make them a god of gold to worship.  Aaron complies but tries to 

compromise by using the idol in a festival to the Lord. However, as happens in all compromises, 

the people turn their “worship” into rebellion, gluttony, and debauchery! 

 

Back on the mountain, the Lord warns Moses about the corruption of the people. On seeing their 

wickedness for himself, Moses breaks the stone tablets God had given Him - a picture of how the 

people had broken God’s Law. Then he grinds the golden calf to powder, puts it in the water, and 

makes the people drink it so they can experience the awfulness of their sin. Finally, judgment is 

poured out on the people and about 3000 Israelites are killed for their actions. 

 

It is at this point that we get a glimpse of Moses’ heart. Despite having to deal out God’s justice, 

Moses still loves these people. He returns to the Lord and pleads for Him to forgive the people 

for their great sin - even offering to be condemned with them if it will bring God’s mercy.   

 

Because of their continued rebellion God says His presence would no longer go with the 

Israelites, but Moses again pleads with God. He realizes that they cannot be victorious and show 

God’s power to the world unless He is with them. God answers Moses’ request and even allows 

Him to see a glimpse of His glory. 

 

POINTS TO PONDERS 

1. Do we have a heart for people like Moses? Do we plead with God for the sinners around us 

to repent and receive God’s forgiveness? Do we display God’s heart? 

 

2. Moses’ desire to know God should be ours as well. (1) He desired to know GOD’S WAYS 

(33:13). The more we know how God works, the better we are able to serve Him. (2) He 

desired to know GOD’S PERSON (33:13). The more we know the character of God, the 

better we are able to enjoy fellowship with Him. (3) He desired to know GOD’S PRESENCE 

(33:15). The more we experience God’s presence in our lives, the better we are able to follow 

Him. (4) He desired to know GOD’S GLORY (33:18). The more we experience the glory of 

God in our lives, the better we are able to worship Him. What does the presence of God mean 

to you?  Are you content to live your life with God at a distance?  Is your Christian life about 

traditions and rituals or is it about fellowship and intimacy with God?  
 


