
OT: THE PRAYER OF DANIEL 

Wednesday, January 19 

Reading: Daniel 9:1-19 
 

Daniel 9:19  Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For Your sake, my God, do not delay, because 
Your city and Your people bear Your Name.” 

 

E. Stanley Jones (1884-1973) was a Methodist missionary and theologian. He is best known for 

his work in India. He described prayer as “surrender to the will of God and cooperation with that 

will. If I throw out a boathook from the boat and catch hold of the shore and pull, do I pull the 

shore to me, or do I pull myself to the shore? Prayer is not pulling God to my will, but the 

aligning of my will to the will of God.”
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When reading the book of Daniel, one cannot escape the fact that he was a man of prayer (2:17-

23; 6:10; 10:2-3, 12ff).  So consistent was his prayer life that his enemies knew they could use it 

to trap him. He would continue to pray even if it meant death in the lions’ den! Chapter 9 gives 

us an extended prayer where the prophet aligns himself with the will of God. There are several 

fascinating things about this prayer. 
 

1. This prayer was prompted by Daniel’s reading of Scripture. The Lord had promised through 

the prophet Jeremiah that He would bring the Jewish people back to Judea after 70 years of 

captivity.   
 

Jeremiah 29:10  This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come 

to you and fulfill My gracious promise to bring you back to this place…12  Then you will call upon Me and 

come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13  You will seek Me and find Me when you seek Me with all 

your heart. 
 

When Daniel realized that the 70 years were almost up, he falls on his knees to petition God 

to fulfill His promise. He was very serious about this for he accompanied his prayer with 

fasting and the typical signs of mourning - sackcloth and ashes. When was the last time 

something you read in the Bible drove you to your knees before God?  
 

2. We notice that while proclaiming the greatness of God, Daniel confesses the nation’s sins 

against the Lord. He does not leave himself out of this repentance. He realizes that God’s 

judgments were righteous. He was fulfilling what He had warned them would happen if they 

disobeyed centuries before when He gave the Law to Moses. When we see the sins of our 

nation, do we confess them to God? Even though we may not take part in that sin, do we look 

at our own lives and confess our sinfulness? 
 

3. Daniel’s plea for forgiveness is based on God’s character, not on the faithfulness of the 

people. God’s past salvation of His people had given Him a reputation among the nations 

(9:15), while the sins of God’s people had made them a reproach to all those around them 

(9:16). Daniel’s plea was that the Lord restore His people and His city Jerusalem so that His 

name may once again be praised (9:17). Do we come humbly to God based on Who He is 

and not what we have done? 
 

God’s amazing answer to this prayer will cover not just 70 years, but will reveal God’s timetable 

from Daniel’s time to the coming of Messiah and ultimately to His final victory at the end of 

time (9:20-27)! When we pray like Daniel, God can reveal and do incredible things in our lives 

and our world. 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Matthew 25-26 


