
DAVID THE KING: BATTLE FOR THE THRONE 

Tuesday, January 19 

Reading: 2 Samuel 2 
 

2 Samuel 2:4  Then the men of Judah came to Hebron, and there they anointed David king over the tribe  
of Judah...8 Meanwhile, Abner son of Ner, the commander of Saul’s army, had taken Ish-Bosheth son of  
Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim. 9  He made him king over Gilead, Ashuri and Jezreel, and also  
over Ephraim, Benjamin and all Israel. 

 

Israel needed a leader! The Philistines had dispersed the army and many of Israel’s citizens had 

abandoned their towns. But David had learned his lesson! Instead of running ahead with his own 

plans, he asks God what his next step should be. God instructs him to return to Judah where he is 

crowned king of his tribe with Hebron as his capital. However, the other tribes do not join in 

making David their king. Perhaps David’s “defection” to the Philistines had made many in Israel 

lose faith in their one-time hero. They needed time to trust him again. 
 

David’s first act as king in Hebron is to commend the people of Jabesh Gilead for rescuing King 

Saul’s body from the Philistines and giving him a proper burial. Instead of being negative over 

their loyalty to Saul, David blesses them and promises to show kindness and faithfulness to 

them. This attitude on David’s part would give the people of Israel hope that perhaps the nation 

could be united again under one king. It also showed that David was not seeking revenge on 

those who had sided with King Saul. 

 

However, 4 or 5 years into David’s reign in Hebron Saul’s former general takes advantage of the 

situation and sets up Saul’s weak son Ish-Bosheth as king over the other eleven tribes. This son’s 

very name shows the depths of King Saul’s distance from God. In the genealogies of 1Chronicles 

(8:33; 9:39) Saul’s sons are listed and this son is called Esh-Baal. Baal was one of the most 

important Canaanite gods. For Saul to name his son after a pagan idol is shameful. That is why 

the author of the book of Samuel changes his name to Ish-Bosheth, a name that means ‘man of 

shame.’  

 

Ish-Bosheth is really a puppet ruler with Abner being the real power behind the throne. A battle 

between the two forces was inevitable. Joab and David’s forces met Abner and the army of Ish-

Bosheth at the pool of Gibeon. The battle of champions begins with a hand-to-hand combat 

between 12 men from each side. The winners would settle the issue (similar to the challenge of 

Goliath – 1 Samuel 17:8-9). But this battle does not solve the question of who is king of Israel so 

the full armies engage in a fierce battle.  

 

David’s men are victorious and as Abner is retreating from the battle he is chased by Joab’s 

younger brother Asahel. Reluctantly, Joab is forced to kill Asahel. This enrages Joab and his 

other brother Abishai and they continue the pursuit of Abner until the army regroups behind their 

general and forces Joab to stop the pursuit. Joab may have stopped the battle but his heart was 

still burning with revenge against the man who killed his brother. 

 

David gives us a good example of leadership. He seeks God’s will and patiently waits for God’s 

timing to fulfill His promises. He also does not go after those who might once have considered 

him their enemy. As the story unfolds, Joab will give us a bad example of leadership. 
 

 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Exodus 17-20; Matthew 17 


