
READINGS FOR the WEEKEND 
 

GRACIOUS GOD 

Saturday, January 19 

Reading: 1 Kings 21:17-29 
 

Elated over this turn of events, Ahab goes down to celebrate in his new vineyard, acquired by 

treachery and murder, only to find Elijah there to confront him. Ahab’s true attitude toward God 

is displayed in his identification of God’s prophet as “my enemy.” This attitude is also expressed 

in the next chapter when Ahab complains about another prophet of God: “I hate him because he 

never prophesies anything good about me, but always bad” (22:8). Obviously there was nothing 

good God could say about Ahab! 
 

This was the final nail in Ahab’s coffin. But upon hearing God’s judgment Ahab has a rare 

moment of humility. Though short-lived, God accepted Ahab’s repentance and postponed the 

worst of His judgment until after Ahab’s death. 
 

LESSON: “Gracious God.” Ahab’s uncharacteristic show of humility gains Ahab and his family 

a few years reprieve before God’s judgment falls. We define God’s grace as getting what we 

don’t deserve. Jesus proclaimed that God is gracious to the just and the unjust (Matt. 5:45). He 

displayed His grace and mercy most clearly on the cross where “Christ suffered once for sin, the 

just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God” (1 Pet. 3:18 NKJV). Have you thanked God 

lately for His grace? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISASTEROUS DECISIONS 

Sunday, January 20 

Reading 1 Kings 22 
 

Godly King Jehoshaphat made an alliance with wicked Ahab to battle a common enemy – a bad 

decision that almost gets Jehoshaphat killed! After hearing from a true prophet of God, the two 

kings ignore God’s warning and go out to battle the Syrians – Ahab disguised as a common 

soldier and Jehoshaphat dressed in his royal robes (making him the obvious target). But no 

amount of deception can stop God’s judgment and Ahab is killed by a stray arrow and Elijah’s 

prophecy is literally fulfilled. 
 

LESSON: “Bad Decisions.” Jehoshaphat is called a king “who did what was right in the eyes of 

the Lord.” But his bad decision to ally himself with Ahab’s wicked family almost got him killed 

and would ultimately destroy his family (see 2 Kings 8:16-27; 11:1-21). When we compromise 

with the world it will always lead to disaster. What might compromise with the world look like 

in your life? How can we avoid worldly entanglements? 
 

 

 
 

 

DAY 3: THE LORD IS MY PORTION! (Psalm 73) 

“The Lord is my only possession that will satisfy my soul in this world.” 

 

DAY 4: THE LORD IS MY CUP! (Psalm 16) 

“A soul filled with God is the fuel for praying courageously.” 

 


